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Troy University celebrated a grand opening of
its newest academic building on the Troy
Campus on Oct. 20. 

The building, nestled between McCartha and Wallace
halls, increases classroom space on the campus by 22
percent, said physical plant director Mark Salmon.

The 42,000 square-foot building houses four multi-
purpose theater-style classrooms on the first floor,
seating up to 120 students. Thirteen additional 60-
student classrooms are also located in the building.
Office space for some faculty members is also included
in the building.

“We are hoping this building will support student
learning in a new and very sophisticated way,” said Dr.
Dianne Barron, associate provost and dean of the
University’s Graduate School.

Barron said the building, which is outfitted with wire-
less technology, will have the capacity to sit about
1,300 students per hour. Each classroom has projection
systems and computers to facilitate class presentations.

“Faculty will have the ability to log on to their home

pages and pull up their presentations while lecturing,
and students with laptops can do live internet searches
from their seats,” she said.

The building has been a year-long project spearhead-
ed by Barron, and it raises the total amount of available
classroom space on the campus from about 102,000
square feet to about 124,000 square feet.

At top, the 42,000-square foot building has the capaci-
ty to sit 1,300 to 1,500 students an hour. Above, four
theater-style classrooms are equipped with integrated
audio-visual systems and wireless network connections.
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New addition
Academic building increases classroom
space on Troy Campus by 22 percent



Ed Noriega is one of Troy University’s best-trav-
eled faculty members, having visited Sweden and the
People’s Republic of China over the last two sum-
mers.

But it was Noriega’s leadership of his students in
TROY, in addition to his academic service abroad,
that led to his selection as the recipient of the
Wallace D. Malone, Jr., Distinguished Faculty Award
for 2005. Dr. Jack Hawkins, Jr., chancellor, and Dr.
Ed Roach, executive vice chancellor and provost,
presented the award to Noriega at the annual faculty
convocation held at the Trojan Center Theatre.

Designed to recognize those who have exhibited
excellence through outstanding teaching, public serv-
ice, publications and research, the Wallace D.
Malone Award is presented annually to a full-time
TROY faculty member. Recipients are first nominat-
ed by their deans, department chairs or their peers
and then selected by an award committee for the
honor.

Full-time faculty members from any TROY cam-
pus or site are eligible for the award, which consists
of a trophy, a $1,500 cash prize and a medallion to
be worn with academic regalia. The award is made
possible through a $100,000 endowment by the
SouthTrust Corporation. Wallace Malone, former
chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer
of SouthTrust, served as a TROY trustee from 1975-
1995.

“Professor Noriega combines the best of tradi-

tional teaching methods with the latest technology,”
Dr. Roach said in making the presentation. “His
teaching helps students not only discover the creativ-
ity deep inside themselves but he also helps them
bring it to the surface.”

Noriega said it was a “humbling experience” to
receive the Malone Award.

“I see this not as a validation of what I’ve done
but more as a reminder of what I need to do,”
Noriega said. “I feel a tremendous responsibility.
This award is something that I cannot take lightly.”

Noriega said he could not have won the award
without the leadership of Jerry Johnson, chair of the
Department of Art and Design.

“This award really belongs to Jerry Johnson,”
Noriega said. “It is really important to me that he is
recognized for his direction and support.”

Professor Noriega received his bachelor of fine
arts degree from The Cooper Union, School of Art in
New York City. He participated in the graphic design
program at the Kunst Gewerbeschule in Basel,
Switzerland, and the Yale Summer Program
in Graphic Design in Brissago,
Switzerland. He joined the Troy
University faculty in 2000 after serving
eight years on the faculty of the Parsons
School of Design in New York.

An Ozark resident, Noriega
serves as the Director of the
Center for Design,
Technology and Industry at
Troy University. His students
have won numerous design
awards in regional competi-
tion, including the “Addy”
Awards sponsored by the
Montgomery Advertising

Ed Noriega, professor in the Department of Art and Design, leads a discussion with students in a design class.

By design
Ed Noriega blends traditional methods,
advanced technology to reach students
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