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Troy University breaks ground on new fraternity village 
 
TROY – Troy University Chancellor Jack Hawkins Jr. and other University leaders 
officially broke ground on its $8 million Fraternity Village project Saturday. 
 
The Fraternity Village is replacing outdated structures along Pell Avenue to house the 
University’s Greek men’s organizations. As part of the project, seven fraternity houses 
will be built and leased from the University by each fraternity. 
 
“Not only does it take a village to raise a child, it takes a village to support our Greek 
system,” Dr. Hawkins said. “This new village will reshape our Greek System forever, and 
I believe it will make us a stronger University.” 
 
In all, seven 8,517 square-feet two-story houses will be built in a traditional 
neighborhood-styled development with classical forms used on the porches and roofline. 
While not all identical on the exterior, each house will follow similar floor plans with 
bedrooms, a chapter room, a social room and laundry facilities. The social rooms will be 
served by small warming kitchens. 
 
The housing project, already under construction, will provide 24-bed capacities per 
house. A curved street will run behind the houses for access to houses and will provide 
parking for fraternity members, guests and staff. A front-side promenade walk will link 
the houses with Pell Avenue, a common green area and each other. 
 
According to Dean of Students Herbert Reeves, the houses will be ready for occupancy 
for the Fall 2010 semester. 
 
Whaley Construction of Troy is the project’s general contractor and McKee and 
Associates of Montgomery are the architects. 
 
The project is being financed as part of the University’s 2009 bond issue that will also 
provide funding for a new dining facility and a multi-purpose arena. 
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Character: A public, comprehensive uni-
versity with its main campus in Troy,
Alabama. Troy University also operates
three other campuses in Alabama and
some 60 locations in 16 U.S. states and
12 countries outside the United States
and one U.S. territory. Founded in 1887,
TROY offers more than 70
majors, including the
Doctor of Nursing
Practice.

Enrollment: Worldwide
more than 30,000 from
50 U.S. states and more
than 55 nations; Top five
nations sending students
to TROY—China, India,
Saudi Arabia, South Korea
and Nepal. International
students are enrolled on
the Troy, Montgomery
and Atlanta Campuses.

Academic structure: Organized into five
colleges — Arts and Sciences, Business,
Communications and Fine Arts,
Education and Health and Human
Services.

Academic support: Adaptive needs
counselors help those students with
learning disabilities, the Writing Center
assists students who need help polishing
their writing skills and the Natural
Science Center provides tutoring in
mathematics and science skills. A first-
year program helps freshmen successful-
ly transition to college life.

Faculty: About two-thirds of TROY’s full-
time faculty members hold the terminal
degree. Virtually all classes are taught by
faculty members and not graduate stu-
dents. Worldwide, TROY has about 525
full-time faculty members and about
1,100 part-time faculty members. The
University is accredited by the Southern
Association of Colleges. 

Class size: 22:1 student-teacher ratio

Library: Approximately 400,000 vol-
umes and a wide variety of resources in
multiple formats, including multimedia
such as CD Rom, video, audiocasettes,
etc. In addition, the library offers a wide

variety of web-based
research tools and
links.

Computer resources:
Each student receives a
free @troy.edu e-mail
account and wireless
access is available in many
buildings.

Housing: Eleven residence
halls offer apartments,
suites and traditional-style
rooms for on-campus liv-
ing on the Troy Campus

and commercially owned apartment
complexes are located within walking
distance of the campus.

Career services: On-campus job inter-
views, job fairs, resume services, apti-
tude testing and advice and counseling
on choosing a major and a career path
are offered.

Athletics: Troy University fields 7 men’s
and 9 women’s intercollegiate athletic
teams. Teams compete in Division I-A,
the highest level of NCAA play. Troy
University’s athletic teams compete in
the Sun Belt Conference. In additon, the
University fields non-NCAA rodeo teams
for men and women that includes the
men’s national rodeo champion.

Admission: High school diploma with
satisfactory grade point average and
ACT/SAT scores.

Budget: For 2009-2010, TROY’s total
operating budget exceeds $236 million.

Troy University
At a Glance
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Dr. Jack Hawkins, Jr., a native of
Mobile, Ala., was named
Chancellor of Troy University Sept.

1, 1989.  He earned his bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees from the University of
Montevallo and his doctorate from the
University of Alabama.

Upon completion of his bachelor’s
degree in 1967, Hawkins was commissioned
a lieutenant in the U.S. Marine Corps and
served as a platoon leader
during the Vietnam War.
During his tour of duty in
Vietnam, Hawkins’ platoon
served with the Republic of
Korea Marine Corps.  For his
combat duty, he received
the Bronze Star, the Purple
Heart and a citation from the
Korean Marine Corps.

Hawkins’ professional
background includes his
service as an assistant dean
at the University of Alabama
at Birmingham (1971-1979)
and as president of the
Alabama Institute for the
Deaf and Blind in Talladega (1979-1989).

In 1985 he was honored by the University
of Montevallo as Distinguished Alumnus of
the Year and was the recipient of the 2003
All-American Football Foundation’s “Top
College President” Award. Three buildings
have been named in his honor: the “Jack
and Janice Hawkins Chapel” at the Alabama
Institute for the Deaf and Blind and the
“Hawkins-Adams-Long Hall of Honor” and
“Jack Hawkins, Jr., Hall” on the campus of
Troy University. The Alabama Broadcasters
Association honored him with the 2007
Citizen of the Year. Also in 2007, the Troy
University Board of Trustees voted to name
the Jack Hawkins, Jr. College of Education
Building in his honor.

Hawkins serves on the board of directors
of the Business Council of Alabama, Better
Business Bureau of Central Alabama, Troy
Bank and Trust Company and Troy Regional
Medical Center.  He is chairman of the
Governor’s Committee on Employment of

the Disabled, a member of the Air University
Board of Visitors at Maxwell Air Force Base
and serves on the Executive Council of the
Commission on Colleges, Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools. As Vice
Chair of the International Committee of the
Association of State Colleges and
Universities (AASCU), Hawkins has made
presentations on American higher educa-
tion on behalf of American delegations of

university presidents visiting Cuba and
Morocco.

Hawkins was profiled as part of two
books published in 2004: Above and
Beyond: Former Marines Conquer the Civilian
World by Rudy Socha and Carolyn Darrow
and The Entrepreneurial College President by
James L. Fisher and James V. Koch.

He served as Chairman of the Council of
University Presidents in Alabama (1999-
2001) and President of the Southland
Football League. He has served as a trustee
of Talladega College, the Helen Keller Eye
Research Foundation and the American
Foundation for the Blind.  He is a member
of the Troy Rotary Club.
Dr. Hawkins’ family includes his wife, Janice,
and daughters Katie and Kelly. Kelly is mar-
ried to Capt. Dan Beall of the United States
Air Force and the couple has one son, Noah.
Dr. and Mrs. Hawkins are members of the
First Baptist Church of Troy.Office of University Relations

334.670.3196

Troy University
Dr. Jack Hawkins, Chancellor



Troy University’s tradition of teaching excel-

lence dates to its founding on February 26, 1887,

when an act of the Alabama Legislature estab-

lished State Normal School Troy as an institution

to train teachers for Alabama’s schools. Joseph

Macon Dill was the institution’s

first president. In 1893, the school

was renamed Troy State Normal

College.

The Normal College offered

extension courses for teachers and

granted teaching certificates until

1929 when the State Board of

Education changed the charter of

the institution and renamed it Troy

State Teachers College. That same

year, the College moved to its pres-

ent site and the first two buildings

were dedicated: Shackelford Hall,

named for Edward Madison

Shackelford, president of the school

from 1899-1936, and Bibb Graves, Alabama’s

“education governor.” Graves is also remembered

for commissioning the Olmsted Brothers architec-

tural firm of Brookline, Massachusetts, to design

the campus landscape plan.

Like many American universities, Troy State

Teachers College enjoyed one of its most prosper-

ous periods of growth in the years following

World War II when returning veterans took advan-

tage of the GI Bill. Under the presidency of Dr.

C.B. Smith, the enrollment of the College more

than doubled and this growth led to the introduc-

tion of degree programs in disciplines other than

education, most notably in business. In 1957, the

State Board of Education recognized this expand-

ed role and dropped “Teachers” from Troy State

College’s name.

The decade of the 1950s also marked the

University’s long relationship with the United

States military, as extension courses were offered

on nearby bases, first at Fort Rucker, near Dothan

and later at Maxwell Air Force Base in

Montgomery. A separate Troy State College teach-

ing center was established at Fort Rucker in 1961,

which evolved into the modern Dothan Campus.

A similar center, begun at Maxwell Air Force

Base in 1965, led to the creation of the present-

day Montgomery Campus. These programs were

the forerunners of the modern University College

division of Troy University, which operates all

TROY teaching sites outside of Alabama at no

cost to Alabama taxpayers.

In 1967, Gov. Lurleen B. Wallace appointed

eight members to the newly established Troy State

College Board of Trustees, removing the institu-

tion from the control of the State Board of

Education. One of the first acts of the new board

was to recommend the change of the name to Troy

State University. The new name

became official on Dec. 14, 1967,

following an announcement by

President Ralph W. Adams.

In 1975, the Phenix City Campus

was opened as a branch campus.

In 1982, the Troy State

University System was formed, as

the campuses in Dothan and

Montgomery were granted inde-

pendent accreditation status by The

Southern Association of Colleges

and Schools (SACS).

In 2000, the Board of Trustees

and Dr. Jack Hawkins, Jr.,

Chancellor, discussed the unification

of the Troy State University System through the

process of removing independent academic

accreditation of Troy State University Dothan and

Troy State University Montgomery. This led to a

five-year strategic plan to consolidate the campus-

es into one university.

The administrative leadership and the Board of

Trustees decided that unification of the Troy State

University System was necessary to achieve the

following goals:

• improve service to students by removing bar-

riers to academic transfer;

• implement shared academic standards, poli-

cies and procedures at all Troy University 

campuses;

• Promote a worldwide brand identity for Troy

University.

That process was a team effort with more than

350 faculty and staff members serving on commit-

tees and work groups that have handled the detail

work of unification. The official unification of the

University took place Aug. 1, 2005. This date also

marked the official changing of the University’s

name from Troy State University to Troy

University. The Board of Trustees approved this

name change in April 2004 to better reflect the

worldwide mission of the University.

Today, Troy University more than 30,000 stu-

dents on four campuses in Alabama and on about

60 locations in 15 U.S. states, 12 countries and

one U.S. territory. More than 106,000 Troy

University alumni are located around the world.Office of University Relations
334.670.3196
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