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Come out and
support your

Trojans!
The Troy University

Men’s basketball team
will play host to Middle
Tennessee State in the
opening round of the
Sun Belt Conference

Tournament at 7 p.m.,
Wednesday at Trojan

Arena on the Troy
Campus. 
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One-year anniversary
Children’s Wing draws young and old alike during first year of operation

The successful first year of

operation for the Children’s

Wing of the Rosa Parks Library

and Museum has proven one

thing above all else: Children are

not the only ones that enjoy the

new addition to Troy Universi-

ty’s Rosa Parks Museum.

The Children’s Wing, located

on the University’s Montgomery

Campus, celebrated its one-year

anniversary on Feb. 17, having

drawn about 13,000 visitors in

that first year.

“This number includes about

half adults and half children,”

said Ray White, vice chancellor

of the University’s Montgomery

Campus. “Thirteen thousand is a

significant number because the

Children’s Wing has had virtual-

ly no advertisement.”

White said the Children’s Wing

was built primarily to aid visiting

children in understanding the

events of the Civil Rights strug-

gle. However, he said the first

year has proven the Children’s

Wing is not just for children.

“It’s also for adults who may still

have a little child in them,”

White said.

See WING, Page 3

James Robert “Radio”

Kennedy and Coach Harold

Jones, whose inspirational

story was told in the pages

of “Sports Illustrated” and

later on the big screen in the

2003 movie “Radio,” will

speak at Troy University’s

12th annual Helen Keller

Lecture on April 17.

This year’s lecture will be

offered twice, at 10 a.m.

and 7 p.m., in the Claudia

Crosby Theater on the Troy

Campus. There is no charge

for admission and the public

is invited to attend. 

The Helen Keller lecture

is designed to promote

awareness of people who

excel in their chosen fields

despite physical and/or

mental limitations. The lec-

ture is sponsored by Troy

University, and co-spon-

sored by the Alabama

Department of Education,

the Alabama Institute for

the Deaf and Blind, the Ala-

bama Department of Reha-

bilitation Services, the

Helen Keller Foundation for

Research and Education, the 

See LECTURE, Page 3

‘Radio,’ Coach Harold Jones 
to speak at Helen Keller Lecture

On a mission. Teacher Renee Merritt of

Wicksburg Elementary meets with Mission

Specialist Paolo Nespoli of the European

Space Agency during a recent visit to

Johnson Space Center in Houston. Merritt

and members of Troy University’s Wire-

grass Math and Science Consortium were

given the rare opportunity to watch

Nespoli and several NASA astronauts train

for an upcoming space mission.

Public school buses unload students outside of the Children’s Wing

of the Rosa Parks Library and Museum.
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Georgette Norman, director of the

Museum, said the visitors did not just

account for those within the Alabama

state lines.  “We’ve had visitors from

every state in the union and from a num-

ber of different countries,” Norman said.

The Children’s Wing includes a time

machine and an interactive research area.

The time machine is driven by a robotic

bus driver, Mr. Rivets.  Through the 20-

minute experience, Mr. Rivets narrates

the events leading up to the Civil Rights

Movement and the Montgomery Bus

Boycott.  Norman said both have really

been catching on.  “Since January, we’ve

been booked.” 

White said the Children’s Wing is

updating its research section by includ-

ing additional information and docu-

ments.

Another addition will be artwork fund-

ed by an $80,000 grant from Hyundai.

“We received a grant from Hyundai to

commission an artist to design Mont-

gomery Bus Boycott events to be depict-

ed on 36-inch diameter bronze

roundels,” White said. The artwork will

adorn the outside of the Children’s Wing

and Museum.

The artist who has been commissioned

to construct all 10 pieces of artwork is

Winfred Hawkins. Hawkins, an African-

American from Montgomery, is com-

pleting his final year of art school in

Savannah, GA.  White explained that

Hawkins was chosen because of his

sketch of Rosa Parks that he presented to

Parks during the grand opening of

TROY’s Rosa Parks Museum.  “She was

very delighted with the young man’s

work,” White said.

The Cleveland Avenue Time Machine

(above) transports visitors back through

the events leading up to the Civil Rights

Movement. At right, visitors are greeted

on board the bus replica by robotic bus

driver Mr. Rivets.

Continued from Page 1

Helen Keller National Center, the Jan-

ice Capilouto Center for the

Deaf/Easter Seals, the Troy Arts

Council and the Alabama Department

of Mental Health and Mental Retarda-

tion.

Jones, former football coach at T.L.

Hanna High School in Anderson, SC,

befriended Kennedy, a developmental-

ly challenged youth who was often

seen pushing a shopping cart through

the streets of the town. Kennedy, who

earned his nickname “Radio” because

of his vintage radio collection and his

love for music, was assumed to be

mute and was often the target of scorn

by other young people. 

Jones enlisted Kennedy to assist the

coaching staff and players during prac-

tices and games and allowed him to sit

in on classes at school. Kennedy soon

became a fixture around the high

school and its athletic programs and

today remains an honorary coach for

the T.L. Hanna football team.

Both Jones and Kennedy still reside

in Anderson, SC, and share their inspi-

rational story of friendship and com-

passion through speaking engagements

throughout the country.

Also planned for the week will be a

showing of the movie “Radio” on

Monday night, an artwork exhibit from

area schools on Wednesday and Focus-

First eye screening on Thursday, which

is open to the public. FocusFirst , an

Alabama student vision initiative, pro-

vides a cost-effective direct response

to the vision problems of underprivi-

leged children ages two to five. Stu-

dents in TROY’s Department of Kine-

siology & Health Promotion will

screen area children through the use of

state-of-the-art photo screening tech-

nology and in the event of a potential

vision problem, provide assistance in

obtaining follow-up treatment. 

Lecture
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Above and beyond
Pleasant attitude, efficiency earn recognition for TROY Post Office’s Reggie Hicks
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Reggie Hicks, distribution clerk

for the Troy University Post

Office, has won the University’s

Vergil Parks McKinley Award for

February.

Hicks received the award Wednes-

day during a ceremony at the

Hawkins-Adams-Long Hall of Honor

on the Troy Campus. Dr. John

Schmidt, senior vice chancellor for

student affairs, presented the award to

Hicks, who was nominated for the

award by Arthur L. Folmar, postal

supervisor.

Hicks began his employment with

the University as a student worker

from 1997-1999 and has been on staff

at TROY since 2004,

The McKinley Award is the highest

honor that Troy University gives to a

non-faculty staff member. It is pre-

sented monthly to an employee who

has demonstrated outstanding attitude,

innovation and work ethic. The award

was established by former Texaco

CEO John McKinley in honor of his

father, Vergil Parks McKinley, who

was a Troy University professor dur-

ing the early 20th century and was

key to the development of the univer-

sity’s athletic program. Winners of

this award receive an engraved clock

and a $350 stipend.

In a letter of nomination, Folmar

said he had received numerous com-

ments from others concerning Hicks’

positive attitude.

“Reggie has only been with us a

short time, but he has done a great job

as our mail distribution clerk,” Folmar

said in his nomination. “His position

requires working in all conditions,

which he always manages to do with

a big smile and a kind word. Having

Reggie here has made our department

run more efficiently. We are delighted

that he is a part of our staff, and we

appreciate what he does for our

department and the University.”

Hicks said he was surprised by the

award. “I just want to say thank you,”

Hicks said upon receiving the award.

“I enjoy working with everyone here

at Troy University.”

Hicks earned his bachelor’s degree

in human services from TROY in

December. He and his wife Lakesha

make their home in Troy.

Reggie Hicks, distribution clerk for the Troy University Post Office, receives the

Vergil Parks McKinley Award for February from his supervisor Arthur Folmar,

left, and Dr. John Schmidt, senior vice chancellor for student affairs, during a cere-

mony in the Hawkins-Adams-Long Hall of Honor.

February Reward Callers. Dr. John Schmidt,

senior vice chancellor for student affairs, con-

gratulates the winners of the Reward Caller

Awards for February during a ceremony on Feb.

21. Winners from left to right are: Sandra

Thrash, accounts clerk in the Florida Region

Office; Dr. Dianne Barron, associate provost and

graduate school dean; and, Pamela Rusie, of

counseling and psychology. Not pictured is

Frank Williams of admissions. The award is pre-

sented monthly to encourage proper phone eti-

quette and courtesy. Winners receive $25. 
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Dr. Michael Stewart, professor of biological and envi-

ronmental sciences and ALFA eminent scholar published an

article titled “Development, calibration, and validation of a

littoral zone plant index of biotic integrity (PIBI) for lacus-

trine wetlands” in the journal Ecological Indicators. His co-

authors were Dr. Paul Rothrock of Taylor University and

Dr. Thomas Simon of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.

The objectives of the article were to determine the structural

and functional attributes of littoral zone plant assemblages,

establish and test candidate metrics and validate a PIBI

along a disturbance gradient.

•••

Dr. Timothy Buckner, assistant professor of history, was

invited to speak at the Historic Natchez Conference on Feb.

8 in Natchez, MS. His paper was entitled “‘Prince’ Ibrahima

and the Roots of African American Identity in Natchez.”

The six-day conference brought historians, students, politi-

cians and the general public together to discuss the themes

of history and memory in the old Natchez District.

•••

Dr. Diane Prince, assistant professor of business, recently

presented and published a case entitled “Oprah Winfrey:

Creation and Sustainability of a Brand Image?” in the Pro-

ceedings of the Southeast Case Research Association’s 15th

Annual Meeting held in Myrtle Beach, SC.

•••

Dr. John A. Kline’s article entitled “How to Implement

Change in Your Organization” appears in the Winter 2007

edition of the Armed Forces Comptroller magazine which

has a readership of 20,000 from within the Department of

Defense financial community. Dr. Kline is director of the

Troy University Institute for Leadership Development.

•••

Dr. Mary Ann Hooten and Dr. Frank Hammonds of the

Department of Psychology, Counseling and Foundations of

Education presented a paper at the 14th annual American

Society of Business and Behavioral Sciences conference in

Las Vegas, NV on Feb. 24. The paper was titled “An Analy-

sis of the Evolution of Corporate Mascots and Implications

for Modern Marketing.”

•••

Dan Puckett, assistant professor of history, presented the

paper “Comparative Racism: Nazism and Jim Crow, 1933-

1945” at the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Amerikastudien

Building the American Nation: Universality and Particulari-

ty in U.S. History Conference held at the Akademie für

Politische Building, in Tutzing, Germany.

•••

Faculty members in the College of Education have two

publications in the current Alabama Counseling Association

Journal. Dr. Mary Ann Hooten, assistant professor of psy-

chology, and Dr. Dianne Gossett, associate dean, had their

article “An Evaluation of a Three Year Abstinence Educa-

tion Program” published. The article summarizes a research

study conducted with regional schools. 

Dr. Mary Anne Templeton, assistant professor of coun-

seling, and Latofia Patterson, a recent graduate of the

Rehabilitation Counseling program, had their article “Psy-

chiatric Disabilities and Substance Abuse Disorder: Psy-

chosocial and Vocational Concerns – Implications for Reha-

bilitation Professionals” published, as well.

See ACHIEVEMENTS, Page 7

Activities & achievements

Faculty members honored. The Student Government

Association on the Dothan Campus recently honored a pair

of faculty members with Teacher of the Semester Awards.

Above left, Dr. Ronald Bae, professor of criminal justice, is

presented the Teacher of the Semester award by SGA mem-

bers Angela Lingo (left), Tammy Kincey, Donna Windham

and SGA president Amy Farver. Students nominated Dr. Bae

for the honor. A resident of Cottonwood, he has taught on

the Dothan Campus for 22 years. Above right, SGA Advisor

Amy Yelverton (left) and SGA President Amy Farver (right)

present Martha Norman with the Teacher of the Semester

award. Norman is the first adjunct instructor to receive the

honor. She teaches history and geography classes on the

Dothan Campus.
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Touring China
Dr. Catherine Allard to study different methods of teaching voice during five-month trip

Before she began her career in

higher education, Catherine

Allard spent more than a decade as a

professional musician, touring the

country with opera companies. This

spring, Dr. Allard, a professor in the

John M. Long School of Music at

Troy University, will take the tour of a

lifetime, spending five months in the

People’s Republic of China.

Dr. Allard left this week for her

Asian adventure, which will include

visits to Yunnan University in south-

western China and Suzhou University

in northeastern China. She will study

the Chinese approach to teaching

voice. She will return to Troy in July.

Dr. Allard said she was inspired to

visit China after working with a stu-

dent from Suzhou at Troy University.

More than 260 students from China

are enrolled on the Troy Campus,

making Chinese students the largest

international contingent at TROY.

“I like listening to music and learn-

ing about different kinds of music and

this trip is an extension of that,” Dr.

Allard said. “There are a lot of simi-

larities between east and west as far as

scales, melody and rhythm go but the

singing styles are really different.”

The primary difference, Dr. Allard

said, is that, in the west, vocal teach-

ers want their students to develop their

own personal styles “within the con-

text of healthy technique.” Chinese

vocal teachers, on the other hand,

have an ideal sound in mind.

“The idea is to imitate the sound of

the master teacher rather than finding

your own unique sound,” she said. “I

found that really interesting and

thought it would be a great project to

see if I could recognize some sort of

pattern in the teaching.”

Dr. Allard has studied Mandarin

Chinese language for about six

months to prepare for her visit. She

will also take recording equipment to

capture the techniques of Chinese

vocalists.

“This is a real adventure in a world

that's fairly new to westerners,” Dr.

Allard said. “We have so many Chi-

nese students on our campus, and it

would be great to get an exchange

where we can take some of ours over

there, especially to perform.  That’s

one of the things I hope to do, as well

as make some friends.”

Ford’s ‘Sea to Sky’ 
premieres in Vancouver

Ralph Ford, director of bands and associate professor in the

John M. Long School of Music, recently attended the premiere

of his composition “Sea to Sky” at the West Vancouver Youth

Band’s “Music of the 21st

Century” performance. 

Ford was the guest of

West Vancouver Mayor

Pamela Goldsmith-Jones

for the Feb. 10 perform-

ance held at the Kay Meek

Centre and also had the

opportunity to meet Robert

Kerr, director of the Cul-

tural Olympiad for 2010,

and several members of

the 2010 Olympic Com-

mittee. The 2010 Winter

Games will be held in Whistler, British Columbia.

Ford’s four-movement composition depicts the journey from

Vancouver’s Lions Gate Bridge to the top of Whistler and

beyond along the Sea to Sky Highway. The piece was commis-

sioned by the 99-piece symphonic band. The composition will

be published and dedicated to the West Vancouver Youth Band,

which celebrated its 75th anniversary in 2006. 

Continued from Page 6

•••

Dr. Dianne Gossett, associate dean of the College of

Education, serves on the National Board of Certified

Counselors Testing Panel. She recently attended two con-

ferences regarding the National Counseling Exam and the

American Association of State Counseling Board’s Test-

ing Initiatives.  The conferences were held in Sarasota,

FL, and Greensboro, NC.

•••

Achievements

Jazz Comes Home. Raymond Smith, associate profes-

sor in the John M. Long School of Music, and Jazz

Comes Home recently performed before a packed house

at the Davis Theatre for the Performing Arts. Other

members of the group include co-founder James W.

Smith, professor of music; Bryden Atwater, professor of

percussion; and, Patrick Bruce, leader of the Troy Uni-

versity Jazz Chamber Ensemble.




