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Show your 
support!

The annual Higher
Education Day Rally

will be held on the
front steps of the Ala-
bama State House in

Montgomery at 11 a.m.
on Thursday, April 5.
See related informa-

tion, page 3.
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Relay for Life
TROY to hold first-ever

event on Saturday

Rove visits campus. White House Deputy Chief of Staff Karl

Rove speaks to journalism students and special guests during the

Hall School of Journalism’s annual M. Stanton Evans Symposium

held March 15 on the Troy Campus. Rove spoke on the media’s cov-

erage of the office of the president and the challenges faced by the

media with the emergence of new technology.

Troy University’s Relay for Life
chapter will host its first-ever 24-
hour event from 3 p.m. until 3 a.m.
Saturday.

The event will take place on the
band practice field on Collegedale
Street.

According to Lauren Edwards, a
senior biology major from Eufaula,
who is chairing the event, the Uni-
versity’s Relay for Life is aimed at
providing a chance for students and
faculty to get involved with the
American Cancer Society-spon-
sored event.

“The Relay hosted by the city is
huge, but it’s in May when we’re
out of school,” she said. “We’re
trying to base the University’s
Relay on students and faculty so
they can get involved and have
teams.”

See RELAY, Page 3

State Sen. Wendell

Mitchell (D-Luverne)

on Monday presented

Troy University a

check for $5,000 to

help pay for improve-

ments to the Universi-

ty’s historic Quad.

“My times at TROY

are so special to me,”

said Mitchell speaking

on the Quad. “I was

told you needed

money to further

improve the Quad and

I wanted to do my part

in helping this beauti-

ful area.”

TROY Chancellor

Dr. Jack Hawkins Jr.

said the Quad,

redesigned three years

ago following the

original Olmsted

Brothers landscaping

plan, serves as a focal

point for Southeast

Alabama. He praised

Sen. Mitchell for his 

See GIFT, Page 3

Sen. Wendell Mitchell donates for Quad improvements

State Sen. Wendell Mitchell (D-Luverne) pre-

sented a $5,000 check to help pay for improve-

ments to the University’s Quad. With Mitchell

are, from left to right, Dr. Cameron Martindale,

Faith Ward and Chancellor Jack Hawkins Jr. 
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New initiative
Trustees give nod to Center for International Business and Economic Development

The Troy University Board of

Trustees on March 2 officially

approved the creation of a new center

that will focus on international eco-

nomic development initiatives to grow

Alabama’s economy.

The trustees, meeting in Sony Hall

on the Dothan Campus, unanimously

approved the resolution establishing

the Center for International Business

and Economic Development as part of

the Sorrell College of Business.

The center is designed to “cultivate

economic development opportunities

with an international flavor” for the

State of Alabama, Dr. Jack Hawkins,

Jr., Chancellor, said.

“TROY will also continue to work

closely with the Alabama Develop-

ment Office to develop international

offices,” Dr. Hawkins said. “Troy Uni-

versity will play a major role in inter-

national economic development in

Alabama.”

Dr. Judson Edwards, a TROY gradu-

ate who is the first director of the cen-

ter, told trustees the “cornerstone” of

the center will be an academic pro-

gram that will allow students to earn a

master of business administration

degree with an international economic

development concentration.

“We will have an applied ‘real-

world’ focus as a major part of this

program,” Dr. Edwards said. “Students

will learn by working with local eco-

nomic developers across Alabama.”

The center received the endorsement

of Neal Wade, director of the Alabama

Development Office, who served as

keynote speaker at a luncheon for

trustees, senior leadership of Troy

University and the members of the

Troy University Foundation Board of

Directors.

“This program will provide the train-

ing for the next generation of econom-

ic developers in Alabama,” Wade said.

In other business, trustees:

Authorized the University to spend

up to $13 million for the new building

for the College of Education on the

Troy Campus. This resolution amend-

ed previous board action that limited

the cost of this project to $10 million. 

Approved a resolution creating a

Heritage Scholarship for dependents

of TROY alumni. This will be a $500

one-time scholarship for first-year stu-

dents. 

Approved a resolution naming the

new baseball building planned at Rid-

dle-Pace Field the “Jerry and Betty

Lott Family Baseball Building” in

memory of Jerry Lott and in honor of

Betty Lott. 

Scholarship program established. Officials from the Wachovia

Foundation make a $250,000 donation to Troy University Thursday

to create a special scholarship program. From left to right are Ken

Harris, Jr., Wachovia Advisory Board member; Dr. Cam Martindale,

Senior Vice Chancellor for Advancement and External Relations at

TROY; Ronald DeVane, retired Wachovia executive and member of

the Troy University Foundation Board of Directors; Dr. Jack

Hawkins, Jr., Chancellor of Troy University; Mitch Hunt, Wachovia

Regional President; Charlie Breedlove, Troy Market President for

Wachovia; Dr. Jean Laliberte, Associate Vice Chancellor for Devel-

opment; Bill Minix, Senior Director of Development; and Beth Col-

lier, Wachovia Relationship Specialist.

Troy University Public Radio

celebrates 30 years on the air

Troy University Public Radio celebrated
30 continuous years of public service with
fine arts, cultural and informational pro-
gramming during the month of March

WTSU-FM, owned by and licensed to,
Troy University, went on the air at 89.9
megahertz in March of 1977. The second
station in the network, WTJB, went on the
air at 91.7 megahertz in Columbus, Geor-
gia/Phenix City in 1984 and WRWA in
Dothan began transmitting on 88.7 mega-
hertz in 1985. The Dothan and Columbus
stations rebroadcast the signal of WTSU.

Troy University Public Radio has contin-
ued to grow since its inception in 1977 and
looks forward to continuing that growth as
High Definition Digital radio becomes a
part of its service in the future.

TROY’s Public Radio is also in the midst
of its Spring Friendraiser drive and is seek-
ing to raise $45,000 to assist with the pur-
chase of public radio programming. Dona-
tions are tax deductible and may be made at
1-800-800-6616 or online at wtsu.troy.edu.
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Entertainment at the March 31 event

will begin at 3 p.m. with opening cere-

monies at 6 p.m. followed immediately by

the survivors’ walk.

Edwards said three different 

bands will perform during the course of

the evening. Beginning at 3 p.m., she

said, families are encouraged to attend

performances by cloggers Shebang! and

the University Showchoir.

“It’s going to be a lot of fun,” Edwards

said.

In addition to the Relay, the Troy Uni-

versity Relay Committee and the Kappa

Sigma Fraternity will host a survivors’

lunch at noon on March 31 at the Col-

legedale Church of Christ Fellowship

Hall.

“We invite everyone to come out and

join us as we celebrate life with those

who have won their battle with cancer

and remember those we have lost to this

dreaded disease,” said Kay Franklin, a

community representative with the Ameri-

can Cancer Society.

Admission to the event is $1, and food

will be available for purchase. 

For more information visit our website

at www.acsevents.org/relay/al/.

Relay
Continued from Page 1

continued support of the Uni-

versity.

“Sen. Wendell Mitchell has

been an important player on

this campus for many years,”

Dr. Hawkins said. “We’re

appreciative today of the dedi-

cation of our great senator.”

In 1998, the University dedi-

cated Wendell Mitchell Hall,

located on the University’s

Sorority Hill. Mitchell Hall

houses Troy University’s

Inservice and Continuing Edu-

cation Center.

Gift

Higher Education Day Rally set 
for April 5 on State House steps

Troy University students, faculty and staff are encour-
aged to join others from the Alabama’s higher education
institutions on Thursday, April 5 for the annual Higher
Education Day Rally on the steps of the Alabama State
House in Montgomery. 

The rally, presented by the Higher Education Partnership
of Alabama, is set for 11 a.m. A free barbecue lunch will
be held immediately following the rally on the grounds of
the State Capitol Complex.

The theme for this year’s rally is “Equitable Funding
Opens Doors of Opportunities.” 

W.A. Gayle Planetarium Director Rick Evans (left) and

Ray White, vice chancellor of the Montgomery Campus,

pose for a photo with Gene Krantz, former Apollo mis-

sion controller for NASA’s Houston Space Center, during

his recent visit.

Former NASA mission controller
visits W.A. Gayle Planetarium

Gene Krantz, NASA mis-
sion controller for Apollo
missions, recently visited
the W.A. Gayle Planetarium
in Montgomery.

The planetarium has been
managed and operated by
Troy University for the City
of Montgomery since 1976.

Krantz, who was mission
controller for the Apollo 11
moon landing as well as the

near disastrous Apollo 13
mission, praised the Univer-
sity and City for the service
they provide.

“This is an important pro-
gram for this city and for
the thousands of school
children who visit here to
learn about space,” Krantz
said. “TROY and the city
should be very proud of the
role they play.”

Supporting the team. Annette Harrell, assistant director of
TROY’s Jacksonville, FL site, showed the Florida Region’s
support for the Trojans women’s tennis team during their
recent visit to the University of North Florida. From left to
right is Head Coach Eric Hayes; Annabelle Bares of France;
Caroline Jouanin of France; Stephanie Vieria of Brazil; Har-
rell; Claudia Strauss of Venezuela; Fabiana Gouvia of Brazil;
Shamia Elsisi, student assistant from Egypt; Assistant Coach
Carolina Aravena of Chile; Rawia Elsisi of Egypt; Nicole
Shaw of England; Marley Hayes, the coach’s daughter; and,
Tyler Kremkau, the coach’s nephew.
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‘A gem’
Kim Waldrup wins University’s Vergil Parks McKinley Award for March

Kim Waldrup, secretary in the Department of Coun-

seling and Psychology on Troy University’s Phenix

City Campus, has won the University’s Vergil Parks

McKinley Award for March.

Waldrup, a member of the University’s staff since 2002,

received the award Monday during a ceremony at the

Hawkins-Adams-Long Hall of Honor on the Troy Campus.

Dr. Jack Hawkins, Jr., Chancellor, presented the award to

Waldrup, who was nominated by Dr. M. Kathryn Ness,

chair of the department.

The McKinley Award is the highest honor that Troy Uni-

versity gives to a non-faculty staff member. It is presented

monthly to an employee who has demonstrated outstanding

attitude, innovation and work ethic. The award was estab-

lished by former Texaco CEO John McKinley in honor of

his father, Vergil Parks McKinley, who was a Troy Univer-

sity professor during the early 20th century and was key to

the development of the University’s athletic program. Win-

ners of this award receive an engraved clock and a $350

stipend.

Ness called Waldrup “a gem” adding that she performs

her job responsibilities in an “exemplary manner.” 

“Our department includes more than 400 students, and

Ms. Waldrup can call every one of them by name,” Ness

said. “Both faculty and students are always commenting on

what an outstanding job Ms. Waldrup does. She anticipates

everything well before it is needed. Ms. Waldrup is a

tremendous asset to Troy University and our faculty, staff

and students.”

Waldrup, a resident of Phenix City, said she was pleased

and honored to receive the award. 

“It feels really good to be recognized and to receive such

an award,” Waldrup said. “I am still in shock. This was a

complete surprise and one that I am very grateful for.”

Kim Waldrup, secretary in the Department of Counsel-

ing and Psychology on the Phenix City Campus ,

receives the Vergil Parks McKinley Award for March

from Chancellor Jack Hawkins, Jr., and Dr. Kathryn

Ness, chair of the department, during a ceremony in the

Hawkins-Adams-Long Hall of Honor on the Troy Cam-

pus on Monday. 

Reward Callers. Chancellor Jack Hawkins, Jr., congratu-
lates winners of the March Reward Caller Awards. Winners
were: Loretta Clark of Alumni Affairs, left, and Jessica Cot-
ton of Criminal Justice and Social Sciences. Winners not
pictured are Sandra Lucas of the Center for International
Business and Economic Development and Richard Deneve
of Student Support Services on the Montgomery Campus.

University welcomes nine 
new employees in February

Nine new employees joined the Troy University fami-
ly during the month of February.

The new employees are:
• Melissa Ann Abernathy, departmental secretary, Arts

and Sciences, Montgomery Campus;
• John Bentley, assistant soccer coach, Troy Campus;
• Stacey Beth Crowder, admissions counselor, Phenix

City Campus;
• Lauri Dorrill, staff accountant, Troy Campus;
• Pamela Hines, academic advisor, Albany, GA;
• Lorena Lynn Nalin, assistant site director, Davis

Monthan Air Force Base, AZ;
• Elwood Clyde Seiders, printer, Troy Campus;
• Shannon Smith, student services specialist, eArmyU;

and
• Altawn Defele Thomas, computer support technician,

Learning Resources Center, Montgomery Campus.




