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Wiregrass Math and Science Consortium to provide students with link to space shuttle missions

tudents in Southeast Ala-

bama will soon have some
out-of-this-world experiences,
thanks to NASA and the Wire-
grass Math & Science Consor-
tium at Troy University. Two
upcoming shuttle missions will
give local K-8 and University
students rare access to the
nation’s space program.

The Consortium made the
announcement Thursday at the
Dothan Campus. NASA Mission
Specialist Doug Wheelock
joined the press conference via
videoconference. Dr. Jack

Hawkins, Troy University chan-
cellor, and the Honorable Terry
Everett, United States congress-
man, were also on hand, along
with local dignitaries and K-8
educators and administrators.
Endeavor will leave the

Earth’s atmosphere on August 9.

The STS-118 shuttle mission
will carry basil seeds into orbit,
along with the first teacher
astronaut, Barbara Morgan.
Through the efforts of the
Consortium, some of the basil
seeds will make their way to
See CONSORTIUM, Page 3

NASA Mission Specialist Doug
Wheelock listens in via videocon-
ference as U.S. Congressman Terry
Everett talks about the importance
of the nation’s space program.

ty’s Dothan Campus.

Members of the Troy University delegation to
Philippines-based University of St. La Salle met
with officials of the Commission of Higher Edu-
cation Department of the Republic of the Philip-
pines. (left to right) Dr. Rodney Davis, chairman
of the Department of Educational Administra-
tion and Leadership presents a gift to Commis-
sion Chairman Dr. Carlito Puno with Dr. Mike
Rippy, an associate professor of educational
administration and leadership on the Universi-

education.

TROY delegation lays groundwork
with Philippines-based university

Troy University helped provide insight into
American K-12 educational practices during a
week-long conference at a Philippine university,
which gave the College of Education its first oppor-
tunity to develop an international exchange pro-
gram in the last decade.

The conference at the University of St. La Salle in
Bacolod, which brought in recent teacher education
graduates, first-year teachers, Philippine education
ministry officials, Philippine educators and St. La
Salle officials, centered on curriculum design and
development, educational leadership and global

“This was our first opportunity under the chancel-
lor’s new internationalization initiative for the Col-
lege of Education to establish experiences for our
faculty and potentially our students outside the
United States,” said Dr. Lance Tatum, interim dean
of the College of Education. “The administration,
faculty and staff at St. La Salle University

See PHILIPPINES, Page 3
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Thumbs up. Graduates taking part in the University’s
first commencement ceremony at its Malaysia teaching site
express their excitement with a thumbs up. The students
were among the 54 graduates from five Asian countries to
take part in the ceremony, which was held May 19. Chan-
cellor Jack Hawkins, Jr. delivered the commencement
address. TROY began offering degree programs in Malac-
ca, Malaysia in 2003 in partnership with Putra Internation-
al College. The first class was composed of students from
Malaysia, China, Indonesia, Korea and Vietnam.

Polygraph Science

TROY becomes only public university
to offer accredited training program

roy University’s Atlanta Site recently opened

the Troy University Polygraph Center, a
Forensic Psychophysiology (Polygraph Science)
training program.

Polygraph Science is utilized in several areas
including law enforcement, private firms, counterin-
telligence agencies and clinical treatment programs.

The Troy University Polygraph Center was recent-
ly awarded accreditation standing by the American
Polygraph Association (APA), a designation that is
currently held by only 20 Polygraph Schools in the
world. TROY is the only public university to offer a
polygraph training program and is one of only two
APA certified programs available in Georgia.

The Troy University Polygraph Center was found-
ed and is directed by Samuel L. Braddock, Coordi-
nator for the Criminal Justice program at TROY’s
Atlanta Site. Braddock’s experience in the polygraph
field spans more than 28 years. The program was
established under the direction of Dr. Diane Bandow,
chair of Business Programs at the Atlanta Site.

Honorary degree.
Tang Chai Yoong,
president of Putra
International College,
a private college in
Malaysia and Troy
University’s partner
in Malaysia, receives
the honorary Doctor-
ate of Human Letters
degree during Spring
Commencement exer-
cises on the Troy
Campus May 11.
From left to right are:
Chancellor Jack
Hawkins, Jr.; Yoong;
Dr. Dianne Barron,
associate provost and
graduate school dean;
and Dr. Doug
Hawkins, president
pro-tem of the TROY
Board of Trustees.
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TROY jazz ensembles
take top honors at
Birmingham festival

Two Troy University jazz bands
took top honors at the Alabama
Jazz Hall of Fame Jazz Festival in
Birmingham.

The Troy University Jazz
Ensemble 1, directed by Bryden
Atwater, and the Troy University
Jazz Combo, directed by Ray-
mond H. Smith, both captured the
Festival’s top award, being named
the Jazz Ensemble of Distinction
and the Jazz Combo of Distinc-
tion respectively.

According to TROY Director of
Bands Ralph Ford, the ensembles
made the appearance during a
two-day recruiting tour through
central Alabama, during which
the ensembles performed before
some 800 high school students.

In addition to the ensemble
awards, TROY saxophonist
LaRoy Bodiford, a sophomore
music education major from Troy,
was named Soloist of Distinction.

Consortium
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Wiregrass classrooms. Children in
Andalusia, Dothan, Enterprise, Eufaula
and Ozark City schools, along with those
enrolled at Henry and Houston County
schools, will have the opportunity to
conduct growth experiments using the
seeds. So will students in science classes
at Troy University.

Research on a Wiregrass specialty may
also be possible. Wheelock is working to
bring locally grown peanuts on board
STS-120, which is scheduled to lift off
on October 20. The astronaut also plans
to communicate with area children via e-
mail during his 11-day stay aboard Dis-
covery.

“The key element missing in our chil-
dren is their belief in themselves,”
Wheelock said. “It is important to show
them that it doesn’t matter if they are a
boy or a girl or what the color of their
skin is. What matters is the passion with-
in. That is what we are tying to bring
back to the classroom.”

Wheelock will carry a Troy University
flag into Space during his upcoming
mission. Once back on Earth, he plans to
visit TROY to meet with educators and

Chancellor Jack Hawkins, Jr. speaks
during Thursday’s press conference.

share observations about his flight,
according to Consortium Co-director
Sandy Armstrong.

“There is no other program in the State
of Alabama like the Consortium,” Arm-
strong said. “It gives teachers the unique
opportunity to conduct experiments and
network with scientists, engineers and
astronauts.”

Based on the Dothan Campus, the
Consortium is funded by the Alabama
Commission on Higher Education. Its
mission is to inspire area teachers to fuel
student interest in math and science. The
Consortium provides classroom
resources and educational enhancement
for K-8 educators.

Philippines
Continued from Page 1
are very interested in American educa-
tion and we were able to expose them,
as well as other local education profes-
sionals to the current K-12 education
practices in Alabama and the Southeast-
ern United States.”

Tatum said St. La Salle, which oper-
ates 13 campuses in the Philippines and
some 80 sites worldwide, was interested
in providing its teacher education majors
with information on what is needed to
become certified teachers in the United
States and to improve the quality of in-
classroom instruction in the island nation
of more than 91 million. Conversely, the
University is interested in establishing
faculty and student exchange programs
that would offer Trojans exposure to
global education practices.

Troy University’s roots are in teacher
education, being first organized as a state
normal school in 1887. For the 2005 —
2006 year, the College of Education
graduated 734 students from its various
certification programs.

Among the topics of discussion were
classroom management techniques, cor-
poral punishment, teaching loads and
faculty rights.

“Those attending really wanted to
know how teachers in the U.S. handled
their classrooms and administrative
duties,” said Tatum. “They utilize differ-
ent educational methods than we do in
the United States and they were interest-
ed in comparing the two approaches to
education.”

In addition to the teachers’ conference,
TROY officials also met with St. La

Salle administrators, Philippines educa-
tion ministers and accreditation organi-
zations, laying a groundwork that may
partner the two universities in the
future.

Members of the TROY delegation
were Tatum, Dr. Rodney Davis, Chair of
Educational Administration and Leader-
ship on TROY’s Dothan Campus, Dr.
Michael Rippy, also an assistant profes-
sor of education in Dothan, and Univer-
sity College Vice Chancellor Dr. Earl
Ingram.

Tatum said that although no agree-
ments had been struck during the visit,
he hoped to meet with La Salle officials
next year to move toward a formal
exchange program in the future.

“La Salle would be a great gateway
for TROY,” he said.
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Positive attitude

Student Development’s Patsy Colley wins Vergil Parks McKinley Award for May

atsy Colley, departmental secretary for Student

Development, Counseling and Adaptive Needs at
Troy University, has won the University’s Vergil Parks
McKinley Award for May.

Colley, a member of the TROY staff since 2001, received
the award on Tuesday during a ceremony at the Hawkins-
Adams-Long Hall of Honor on the Troy Campus. Dr. John
Schmidt, senior vice chancellor for student services, pre-
sented the award to Colley, who was nominated by Teresa
P. Rodgers, assistant director of student development.

The McKinley Award is the highest honor that Troy Uni-
versity gives to a non-faculty staff member. It is presented
monthly to an employee who has demonstrated outstanding
attitude, innovation and work ethic. The award was estab-
lished by former Texaco CEO John McKinley in honor of
his father, Vergil Parks McKinley, who was a Troy Univer-
sity professor during the early 20th century and was key to
the development of the University’s athletic program. Win-
ners of this award receive an engraved clock and a $350
stipend.

Rodgers praised Colley for her exceptional work ethic
and character.

“Each day, Patsy greets us with a bright smile and a posi-
tive attitude. She is, to everyone, a breath of fresh air,”
Rodgers said. “Her positive attitude is not reserved solely
for the staff here. The students she works with will agree
that she is outgoing, helpful, encouraging and always posi-
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Patsy Colley, departmental secretary for Student Develop-
ment, Counseling and Adaptive Needs at Troy University,
receives the Vergil Parks McKinley Award for May from Dr.
John Schmidt, senior vice chancellor for student services, and
Teresa Rodgers, assistant director of student development.

tive. She is reliable, prompt, courteous and extremely con-
siderate of our students, faculty and staff. Her enthusiasm
keeps our office atmosphere bright and cheery. She is the
epitome of professionalism and loyalty to the University
and is well deserving of this honor.”

Colley said she was honored to receive the award. “I love
my job and I love Troy University,” Colley said. “It truly is
a wonderful experience working for the University and |
look forward to many more years to come.”

Eleven new employees welcomed

Troy University welcomed 11 new employees during
the month of April.

The new employees are:

« Dana Barber, employment readiness specialist,
Human Services, Troy;

« Cynthia Ellis Boswell, administrative secretary to the
dean, Health and Human Services, Troy;

« Stephanie Burgans, administrative secretary to vice
chancellor of financial affairs, Troy;

« Siniti Pili Davis, field representative, Pensacola;

» Wanda Cosby Edwards, instructional design, eCam-
pus;

« Shantrell Harrison, academic advisor, Albany, GA,

TroY PEOPLE

« Alison Jordan Hughes, counselor, Student Develop-

May Reward Callers. Dr. John Schmidt, senior vice chan-

cellor for student services, congratulates May Reward Caller ment, Troy; o
winner Sabrina Lassiter of the Political Science Department . Marlanne_KeIIogg, administrative secretary, Graduate
during a ceremony on Tuesday. Other winners for May, not School, Troy;

* Richard Puckett, assistant site director, Pensacola;

* Michael Slay, financial aid counselor, eCampus; and,

* Cecelia Womack, departmental secretary, Division of
Business, Montgomery.

pictured, are: Jenny Duncan of the SAVE Project, Jennifer
Hollis of teacher education and Cathy Massey of the Phenix
City Campus. Winners receive $25.
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Activities & achievements

Dr. Michael Stewart, professor of biological and envi-
ronmental sciences and ALFA Eminent Scholar, presented
a workshop in Michigan City, IN to the Save the Dunes
Conservation Fund and the Indiana Coastal Restoration
Action Team on April 24. The title of the workshop was
“Coastal Wetlands of the Laurentian Great Lakes: Health,
Habitat, and Indicators.” Collaborators in the workshop
included the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and Taylor
University.

Dr. Henry Barwood, associate professor of science,
recently published an article entitled “Structurally Pre-
served Paleozoic Plant Fossils from the Cahaba Coal
Field, Jefferson County, Alabama” in the journal, Rocks
and Minerals.

Dr. Vitaly Voloshin, associate professor of mathemat-
ics, recently had a research talk at Emory University. The
title of the talk was “Some open problems in hypergraph
coloring.” As a speaker at 20th Cumberland Conference
in Graph Theory, Dr. Voloshin reported about research
supported by Troy University and results obtained in col-
laboration with mathematicians from Canada, Italy, Ger-
many and Hungary. The conference was attended by top
U.S. mathematicians in the field from many universities
including Princeton University and Columbia University.

Dr. Kenyon Knapp, assistant professor of counseling
and psychology, gave a presentation in Sarasota, FL on
May 26 on the topic of “Children and Crisis: Coping and
Caring after a Traumatic Event” at the Third Annual
Traumatology Symposium on Responding to Tragedy,
Trauma and Stress. Argosy University hosted the sympo-
sium, which drew presenters from throughout the country.

Dr. Knapp also has been selected for Who’s Who
Among America’s Teachers 2006-2007.”

Dr. Dennis Self’s paper, “Organizational Change: Over-
coming Resistance by Creating Readiness” was recently
accepted for publication in the journal, Development and
Learning in Organizations. The paper is scheduled to
appear in the September issue of the journal. Dr. Self is
the assistant professor of business/program director, Busi-
ness Programs at the Fort Benning Site.

Three members of the English faculty attended the 38th
Annual Conference of the College English Association in
New Orleans, April 12-14. The conference theme for
2007 was “Empathy and Ethics.” Dr. Jean Jones spoke
on “Empathy and Children’s Literature” and moderated a
panel discussion on “Alienation and Intertexts.” Dr.

=

Supporting the Troops. Staff Sgt. Brent Nix of the Army
National Guard recently presented Chancellor Jack
Hawkins, Jr. with a plaque of appreciation for the Universi-
ty continued support of members of the Army National
Guard. “The University staff does a tremendous job in
assisting our soldiers with their educational needs,” Nix
said. “We appreciate Chancellor Hawkins and Troy Univer-
sity’s continued support and encouragement.”

Mary Ann Tighe presented a paper on “Empowering
Girls through Young Adult Literature,” and Katona Har-
grave discussed “Giving Significance to Problem Solu-
tion Writing Assignments.” The CEA is an affiliate of the
Modern Language Association.

Mike Tew, coordinator of business and industry train-
ing for the Continuing Education Center on the Dothan
Campus, was the Master of Ceremony for the Little Miss
Dothan Pageant. Tew became the MC four years ago
upon the retirement of long time Icon and Mistress of
Ceremony Ann Varnum. The pageant focuses on the abili-
ty of the young girls, ages 6 and 7, to respond to an inter-
view, on-stage questions and stage presence.

Dr. William Heisler, associate professor of human
resources management, has had his article “Ethical
Choices in the Design and Administration of Executive
Compensation Programs” published in Business Hori-
zons.

Dr. Heisler also was recently quoted in the article “First
Secret Shoppers, Now Secret Applicants?,” which
appeared in the May 8 edition of HRWire.

See ACHIEVEMENTS, Page 6
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A ‘Special’ time
Troy University was home to more than 1,400 athletes,
coaches and chaperones May 11-13 for the Alabama Statewide
Special Olympic Games. Clockwise from top left, Brianna Cat-
trett competes in the running long jump; TROY’s Sohail
Agboatwala presents a medal to a member of the gold medal-
winning softball team from Tuscaloosa; Chad Sanders of Lee
County proudly displays his medals as he poses for a picture

with TROY women’s basketball Coach Michael Murphy; Ryan
Miller of Baldwin County competes in the shot put.
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