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Dr. Noel Harold Kaylor, Jr. and

Dr. Richard Scott Nokes of the

Department of English have edited

the publication Global Perspectives

on Medieval Literature, Language,

and Culture (Kalamazoo, MI:

Medieval Institute Publications,

2007). In addition to editing the vol-

ume, Dr. Kaylor also contributed

“Re-examining Geoffrey Chaucer’s

Work in an Age of Globalization:

Troilus and Criseyde and Chaucer’s

Global Perspective.” Dr. Nokes con-

tributed “Global Literature, Medieval

Literature, and the Popol Vuh.”

•••

Dr. Michael Hix, assistant profes-

sor of music, will sing role of

Angelotti in Giacomo Puccini’s Tosca

with Opera Birmingham this Spring.

Performances are March 6 and 8 at

the Alabama Theatre. This will be

Hix’s second main stage role with the

company.

•••

The Troy University Concert

Chorale, under the direction of Dr.

Diane Orlofsky, professor of music,

and graduate assistant Tori Lee, was

the featured keynote performance

group at the recent Alabama Music

Educators Association In-Service

Conference. This statewide confer-

ence was held on the campus of the

University of Alabama, Jan.10-12.

Achievements

Troy University wel-

comed nine new employ-

ees during the month of

December.

Employees joining the

TROY family are:

• Kimberly Anne Can-

non, academic advisor,

Brunswick, GA;

• Angela Regin Crumb-

ley, account clerk, Mont-

gomery;

• Summer Rae Davis,

academic advisor,

Brunswick, GA;

• Karma Denise Fuller,

international admissions

specialist, Troy;

• Michael Caleb Gates,

assistant professor, Orlan-

do;

• James Blair Kenaston,

academic advisor,

Atlanta;

• Tyson Lindsy

McDaniel, distance learn-

ing specialist, eCampus;

• Benita Nanette Wil-

son, student services spe-

cialist, eCampus;

• Keelani Ronell Wil-

son, international admis-

sions specialist, Troy.

University adds nine employees in December

Thacker retires. Dr. Larry

Thacker, chair of the Depart-

ment of Education on the Uni-

versity’s Phenix City Campus,

retired at the end of December.

Thacker joined the faculty of the

Phenix City Campus in January

2003 and worked to revise the

educational leadership and ele-

mentary education programs on

the campus. He also worked

diligently to refine the depart-

ment to meet with the require-

ments of the One Great Univer-

sity initiative. Dr. Thacker’s pro-

fessional career in elementary

and secondary education

spanned 42 years and seven

states. An avid hunter and fish-

erman, he looks forward to trav-

eling across country with his

wife, Jacqueline, and spending

time with their daughter, Kelli,

who lives in Columbus, GA. 
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prestigious courses in the ALARNG and

has received many decorations and

badges for his dedication to his country. 

After fighting three years in Vietnam,

Griffin received the Vietnam Service

Medal, as well as the Vietnamese Cross

of Gallantry.  He has nine U.S. decora-

tions, which includes the National

Defense Service Medal.  

Griffin, who has served more than 30

years in the ALARNG, spends time out-

side of the military teaching students

and saving lives as a medical helicopter

pilot.  

Griffin teaches finance in the Sorrell

College of Business on the Montgomery

Campus. 

Griffin said that Troy University is

very understanding when it comes to

balancing his three jobs.  “My boss, Dr.

Dennis Self, at Troy is very good at

working with me when conflicts arise,

and they always arise,” said Griffin.  “I

consider myself fortunate to have a

great camaraderie at Troy.”

Outside of the classroom, Griffin

works as a pilot for the company called

Air Evac transporting patients from hos-

pital to hospital.  Griffin accepted the

invitation to join the company in 2006

and finished the schooling in May 2007.  

“There is a simple fact that must not

be overlooked,” said Griffin.  “I am

only the bus driver.  The real magicians

and miracle workers sit in the back.

They are the medical crew. They do it

every day, making the amazing look

commonplace.”

Dr. Dennis Self says Griffin goes

above and beyond in his service both in

and out of the classroom.  “Via teaching

and military, he [Griffin] is truly serv-

ing our state and country,” Self said.

– By Sara Godwin

Griffin
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‘Breathing Out the Ghost’
Reading, book-signing event set for Feb. 24 for Dr. Kirk Curnutt’s new novel

Kirk Curnutt, chair of the Eng-

lish department at Troy Uni-

versity’s Montgomery Campus, will

be celebrating the release of his cur-

rent novel, Breathing Out the Ghost,
with a reading and signing sponsored

by the book’s publisher, River City

Publishing. 

The event will take place on Sun-

day, Feb. 24, from 4 to 7 p.m. at the

Montgomery eatery, El Rey Burrito

Lounge, located in the Old Cloverdale

district next to the Capri Theater at

1031 E. Fairview.

Breathing Out the Ghost is a literary

thriller about two parents who come

to envy each other’s ability to cope

with the grief of losing children. The

novel was the December 2007 book

club selection at ForeWord Magazine,

the leading trade publication of the

independent publishing industry.

“RUN, don’t walk, to your nearest

indie book store and buy this book,”

one of the magazine’s staff wrote on

the book club’s online site. “I

dreamed of the characters..… Please

read this book. Then give it to the

next person who asks ‘have you read

any good books lately?’” 

The novel was also recently

reviewed by the Alabama Writers’

Forum. The back cover features

blurbs by acclaimed novelists Stewart

O’Nan (Last Night at the Lobster),

Michael Griffith (Bibliophilia), and

George Garrett, the former poet laure-

ate of Virginia, all of whom praise the

novel’s combination of literary tech-

nique and popular mystery pacing.

According to the author, the book’s

genesis can be traced back to a sab-

batical from Troy University in late

2000. 

“I was hired to write a book on

coming-of-age novels in a very short

period of time. (Former Troy-Mont-

gomery president) Dr. Cameron Mar-

tindale was kind enough to approve

my sabbatical application. I remember

her asking if I could crank out a book

that quickly. I remember saying, ‘I’ll

actually be writing two books, ma’am.

It’s time for me to try my hand at a

novel.’”

While Curnutt finished the first

book on schedule, Breathing Out the
Ghost would require several years and

upwards of 14 drafts to complete. 

“I would think I had a deal with this

or that publisher, and I would happily

rewrite the whole shebang for this or

that editor. Then the deal would evap-

orate. I couldn’t really complain

because each time I walked away with

a much better book. This happened

two or three times, and then once it

was a finalist for this award called the

Peter Taylor Prize. I came in second,

but since the University of Tennessee

only publishes one winner, I came out

of the experience thinking of Dale

Earnhardt—you know, ‘First runner

up really means you’re the first

loser.’”

Finally, in 2006, Curnutt submitted

the book to the Montgomery-based

independent publisher who had done

his 2003 story collection, Baby, Let’s
Make a Baby. 

“Every once in a while, the folks

there—all of whom are close

friends—would say, ‘Let us see a

novel,’ but it took the story collection

a long time to break even, and I didn’t

feel like I’d earned a second book

with River City until I at least broke

even,” Curnutt said. “I’m grateful

they liked it and have put a lot of

energy into making the best possible

product.”

Dr. Kirk Curnutt will hold a

reading and book signing for

his new novel Breathing Out

the Ghost at the El Rey Bur-

rito Lounge in Mont-

gomery’s Old Cloverdale

from 4 to 7 p.m. on Feb. 24.

The novel is a literary

thriller about two parents

who come to envy each

other’s ability to cope with

the grief of losing children.




