
Inside Today
TROY News 2

TROY People 4

Around TROY 8

Let us hear
from you!

Send your comments,
suggestions or submis-
sions for TROY Today

to aellis@troy.edu.

TROYTODAY
A look inside Troy University for faculty and staff January 30, 2008

Black History Month
Leadership Conference, Rosa Parks Museum events highlight observances

The Leadership Conference

Celebrating Black History

Month is one of several events

planned to observe the month at

Troy University.

The conference, which will fea-

ture former Birmingham Mayor

Richard Arrington and Atlanta

Journal-Constitution Editorial

Page Editor Cynthia Tucker, will

be held this Friday and Saturday

in the Trojan Center on the Troy

Campus.

Other activities on the Troy

Campus include: 

• The University Activity Coun-

cil’s Black History Month Kickoff

featuring Dr. Dennis Kimbro, at

7:30 p.m. tonight in the Claudia

Crosby Theater.

• On Feb. 12, Omega Psi Phi

Fraternity, Inc. will conduct its

Carter G. Woodson Program at 7

p.m. at Baptist Campus Min-

istries.

• On Feb. 19, the Black History

Month Step Show will take place

in the Claudia Crosby Theater at 7

p.m.  

• February 24-29 will signify

the Zeta Phi Beta Finer Woman-

hood Week.

• On Feb. 27, the Student Gov-

ernment Association will host its

Black History Month Talent

Show.  

On the Montgomery Campus,

the Rosa Parks Library and Muse-

um will play host to the illustrated

lecture, “Bearing Witness: Pho-

tography and the Civil Rights

Movement, 1956-1968,” by Julian

Cox, curator of photography at

the High Museum of Art in

Atlanta, at noon on Feb. 6, in the

Museum’s Auditorium. The event

is free and open to the public.

In addition, the Museum will

present the one-woman show, “A

Rose Among Thorns,” as its first

major fundraising event, on what

would be Rosa Parks’ 95th birth-

day, Feb. 4, at the Alabama

Shakespeare Festival. For more

information, contact Georgette

Norman at (334) 241-8608 or

gmnorman@troy.edu.  

Being a lieutenant colonel in

the Alabama Army National

Guard (ALARNG) and flying a

medical helicopter do not usually

fall in the range of responsibili-

ties for the average college pro-

fessor.  However, for Dr. Harry

Griffin, who teaches finance at

TROY’s Montgomery Campus,

life could be no other way.

Griffin, who currently serves as

lieutenant colonel in the

ALARNG, also takes on the

responsibility of provost mar-

shall.  “In the event the unit is

deployed, the Commander (a

major general) becomes the

‘Mayor’ of the area,” said Grif-

fin.   “I become the ‘Chief of

Police’ for the ‘Mayor’.”   

Griffin has completed several 

See GRIFFIN, Page 6

Griffin plays active role in and out of the classroom

Dr. Harry Griffin (front row, fourth from left) is shown with members of

the Air Evac team. Griffin serves as a pilot for the company

that transports patients from hospital to hospital.
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The Troy University Annual Fund will

kick off its faculty and staff campaign on

Thursday at each of the University’s four

Alabama campuses.

Annual support from faculty and staff is

a vital element in Troy University’s mis-

sion of maintaining a tradition of excel-

lence in education and public service.

Faculty and staff participation not only

provides a concrete expression of their

belief in TROY, but is also critical in

generating those funds which help sup-

port faculty, staff and student special

projects.

Faculty and staff members can earmark

their funds to be used in the department

of their choice, although it is encouraged

that at least part of all gifts be unrestrict-

ed, since this is the avenue that allows

funding for special faculty, staff and stu-

dent needs. 

In the past, annual fund dollars have

gone to support worthy projects such as

junior biology major Jennifer Barnes’

participation in the International Scholar

Program Delegation on Medicine in Syd-

ney, Australia; the Experience Asia! Fes-

tival held last year under the direction of

Dr. Maryjo Cochran, dean of the College

of Communication and Fine Arts; and

enabling students from the University’s

Habitat for Humanity chapter to attend

the annual conference and legislative

breakfast.

Annual Fund money can be applied for

by completing a “Foundation Check

Request” form from the Foundation

Office, 256 Adams Administration Build-

ing, on the Troy Campus.

Faculty/Staff Campaign kickoff recep-

tions will be held at the following times:

Troy Campus, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., first

floor of the Adams Administration;

Montgomery Campus, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,

Whitley Hall Lobby; Dothan Campus, 4

to 6 p.m., Harrison Room; Phenix City

Campus, 4 to 6 p.m., third floor of the

Dorothy K. Adams Building.

Chancellor speaks to Army association – At the recent Association of the Unit-

ed States Army (AUSA) kick-off breakfast in Dothan, Dr. Jack Hawkins, Troy Uni-

versity chancellor and keynote speaker, presents TROY FOR TROOPS t-shirts to

John McLean (left), president of the AUSA Fort Rucker – Wiregrass Chapter, and

Col. (P) Walter Golden, deputy commanding general at Fort Rucker. TROY Board

of Trustees Member Charles Nailen joined Dr. Hawkins in thanking the men for the

contributions the Army and AUSA make in the Wiregrass and the World. During

his keynote address, Dr. Hawkins spoke about TROY’s close relationship with the

military. The University operates campuses on more than two dozen bases around

the globe and serves 3,500 soldiers through the eArmyU program. 

Annual Fund campaign to kick off Thursday

University 
to award 
IB credit
Troy University will now

begin awarding credit for

International Baccalaureate (IB)

courses taken in high school for

degree-seeking students at the

undergraduate level.

The IB Diploma Program is a

challenging two-year curricu-

lum available to qualified high

school students and is widely

recognized by universities

around the world.

IB courses are growing in

popularity and, according to

Buddy Starling, dean of admis-

sions and enrollment manage-

ment, are already recognized by

many other universities in Ala-

bama.

“Most of our competitors, not

only in the state but also in the

region and the nation, have

accepted IB credit for a number

of years,” said Starling.

Starling said that, in particular,

IB classes are highly sought after

in Florida, which is what “spear-

headed” the urgency to accept

the classes for credit due to the

university’s Florida Initiative.

The university will award

credit to students after an offi-

cial score report has been

received and evaluated.  The

following courses will be given

credit if the required IB score is

met: biology, general chemistry,

computing studies, economics,

English, French, American his-

tory, European history, mathe-

matics, philosophy, physics,

psychology and Spanish.

IB credit will appear on the

student’s university transcript as

a grade of P. Credit given for IB

credit is not calculated in the

grade point average.

– By Melissa Harrison
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On the move
ROTC’s new home to provide for continued growth of program

Sleep deprivation and sleep disor-

ders are estimated to cost Americans

over $100 billion annually in lost pro-

ductivity, medical expenses, sick

leave, and prop-

erty and environ-

mental damage

(National Sleep

Foundation).

Many Americans

walk around in a constant state of

sleep deprivation. Some are sleep

deprived because of a sleep disorder.

Others are deprived of sleep due to

factors such as over-extended sched-

ules, a sick child, or not viewing sleep

as the necessity that it is, both for

physical and mental well-being.

The National Highway Traffic Safe-

ty Administration conservatively esti-

mates that 100,000 police-reported

crashes or nearly 1.5 percent of all

reported crashes are caused by drowsy

drivers each year. These crashes result

in more than 1,500 fatalities and

71,000 injuries and an estimated $12.5

billion in diminished productivity and

property loss (Knipling and Wang,

1996).

According to the National Sleep

Foundation’s 2002 Sleep in America

poll, 51 percent of Americans said

they drove while feeling drowsy in the

past year; 17 percent said they actual-

ly dozed off behind the wheel.

The National Sleep Foundation esti-

mates that sleep deprivation and sleep

disorders cost Americans more than

$100 billion annually in:

• lost productivity

• medical expenses

• sick leave, and 

• property and environmental dam-

ages.

Sleep deprivation may also lead to

moodiness and emotional volatility, all

important reasons to make getting the

proper amount of sleep a high priority.

Some individuals can accomplish this

goal by reviewing sleep habits and

making necessary changes in commit-

ments and activities to allow for the

proper time to sleep, while others will

need professional help to diagnose and

treat a sleep disorder. Prepare for a

visit with a healthcare professional by

keeping a diary that includes the fol-

lowing information:

• You snore most nights — and how

loudly

• You experience or have been told

that you gasp for breath or stop

breathing during sleep

• You feel sleepy during the day or

fall asleep when reading,

watching TV or during daily activi-

ties

• You fell asleep or dozed off when

driving or while at work or school

• You have difficulty falling or stay-

ing asleep — and how often

• You wake up often feeling tired

and not rested

• The number of hours you usually

sleep each night

• Whether you keep a regular bed

and wake time

• You often have disruptions to your

sleep — due to any cause

• You are taking any sleeping pills or

other treatments to help you sleep bet-

ter

• List of medications or supplements

you are taking

• You use alcohol or smoke regularly

• The time of day you use caffeine

products, exercise and eat your last

meal

• You experience nighttime heart-

burn, pain or the need to urinate

• Your level of stress and whether

you have experienced lifestyle

changes recently

• You are a night or rotating shift

worker

– Behavioral Health Systems, Inc.

Employee
health

Sleep disorders affect employee health, performance

Troy University’s Army ROTC pro-

gram has moved from its location

near Malone Hall to the building for-

merly occupied by the Little Trojan

Learning Center on College Drive.

Major Jim Holder said this move

exemplifies the continued growth of the

program.  “ROTC faculty and cadet

enrollment exceeded the capacity of the

old building,” he said.  “The move

comes at a decisive period for the suc-

cess of TROY’s Army ROTC program.”

Holder said the new building offers

training resources and modern offices

and will assist in the continued growth

of the program. “Our offices in the

newly renovated building demonstrate a

professional organization that prospec-

tive college students expect when visit-

ing a college or university,” said Major

Holder.

The new location also will enable the

Army ROTC to be closer to the gymna-

sium, outdoor pool, and jogging trails,

which will provide proper fitness areas

for the cadets.

Holder said the new resources “will

facilitate mutual Army and TROY

efforts to develop well-educated Mili-

tary Officers for our nation’s future.”      

Major Holder said much of the pro-

gram’s success can be attributed to the

supportive patriotic leaders at TROY.

“TROY leaders are absolutely commit-

ted to the United States Military,” he

said.  “We share Chancellor Hawkins’

vision for success today and in the

future.” 

The move also will clear the way for

the University to construct additional

parking at the prior location.

– By Sara Godwin
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Superb work ethic
Sunae Euell receives Vergil Parks McKinley Award for January

Sunae Euell, admissions evaluator/analyst at Troy Uni-

versity’s Phenix City Campus, has won the Universi-

ty’s Vergil Parks McKinley Award for January.

Euell, who has been a member of the TROY staff since

2003, received the award Tuesday during a ceremony in

the Hawkins-Adams-Long Hall of Honor on the Troy Cam-

pus. Dr. Jack Hawkins, Jr., TROY chancellor, presented the

award to Euell, who was nominated by Mary Ragland,

dean of student services on the Phenix City Campus.

The McKinley Award is the highest honor that Troy Uni-

versity gives to a non-faculty staff member. It is presented

monthly to an employee who has demonstrated outstanding

attitude, innovation and work ethic. The award was estab-

lished by former Texaco CEO John McKinley in honor of

his father, Vergil Parks McKinley, who was a Troy Univer-

sity professor during the early 20th century and was key to

the development of the University’s athletic program. Win-

ners of this award receive an engraved clock and a $350

stipend.

In a letter of nomination, Ragland commended Euell for

her work ethic and dedication.

“Sunae has gone above and beyond the scope of her posi-

tion description in many ways,” Ragland said. “In addition

to her assigned admissions and transcript evaluation duties,

Sunae has taken on many of the desktop publishing respon-

sibilities for our campus because of her expertise in this

area. She also volunteers to assist at commencement,

despite the fact those responsibilities usually fall in the

records area, not admissions. Additionally, she has trained

many new staff and continues to assist other staff in both

records and admissions.”

Euell said she was honored to receive the award. “I am

overwhelmed and appreciative of the recognition,” Euell

said. “This was a complete surprise.”

Sunae Euell, admissions evaluator/analyst at the Phenix City

Campus, receives the Vergil Parks McKinley Award for Janu-

ary from Chancellor Jack Hawkins, Jr. and Mary Ragland

(right), dean of student services on the Phenix City Campus,

during a ceremony on the Troy Campus on Tuesday. 

January Reward Callers – Chancel-

lor Jack Hawkins, Jr. congratulates

winners of the Reward Caller Awards

for January during a ceremony in the

Hawkins-Adams-Long Hall of Honor

on the Troy Campus on Tuesday. Win-

ners pictured from left to right are:

Marianne Kellogg of the Graduate

School and Gail McCollough of Uni-

versity College. Not pictured are

Christopher King of the Chemistry

Department and Elizabeth J. Roberts of

the Phenix City Campus. The Reward

Caller Awards were implemented to

encourage the use of proper phone eti-

quette and courtesy. The awards are

presented monthly with winners

receiving $25.
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Dr. Andrew Cox, professor of counseling and psycholo-

gy on the Phenix City Campus, has had several publica-

tions during the 2006-2007 academic year.  His article

entitled “Selecting and Evaluating Vocational Evaluation

and Assessment Measures: Useful Resources for the Evalu-

ation Professional” was published in the 2007 issue of the

Vocational Evaluation and Career Assessment Profession-

als Journal.

In addition, his review of the Level of Service Inventory-

Revised was published in Geisinger, K.E., Spies, R.A.,

Plake, B.S., & Carlson, J.E. (Editors), 17th Mental Meas-

urements Yearbook, Buros Institute of Mental Measure-

ments, University of Nebraska-Lincoln in November,

2007. This test measure is widely used in the United States

and Canada for assessing level of risk and degree of super-

vision required for correctional program inmates and pro-

bationers. The Mental Measurements Yearbook is an inter-

nationally disseminated publication evaluating psychologi-

cal, psychiatric, educational, and other assessment and

evaluation measurements.

•••

Dr. Hae S. Kim, associate professor of international rela-

tions in the Southeast Region, presented the paper “The

Effect of External Deb Sustainability on the Quality of

Life in Developing Countries” at the Southern Political

Science Association’s 2008 Conference, Jan 9-12, in New

Orleans.

•••

“A Nightgown for the Child Empress,” a poem by Dr.

William Thompson, chair of the English Department, will

appear in the spring issue of the Atlanta Review.

•••

Dr. Deborah M. Wilson, Counseling and Psychology

Programs, Augusta, has been accepted for publication in

the American Counseling Association Encyclopedia of

Counseling inaugural edition.  Her contribution to the

encyclopedia is “Assimilation and Acculturation.”

Dr. Wilson has also been appointed a member of the

Long Range Planning Committee the Southern Association

for Counselor Education and Supervision (SACES).

•••

Dr. Vitaly Voloshin, professor of mathematics, recently

attended the joint American Mathematical Society (AMS),

Mathematical Association of America (MAA) and Society

for Industrial and Applied Mathematics (SIAM) meeting in

San Diego, CA, where he had an invited talk at the SIAM

mini-symposium on Graph Coloring.

As the author of the AMS monograph, he was also invit-

ed to attend the AMS Author Reception.

•••

Dr. Jim Birdseye, history instructor at the Augusta site,

conducted a discussion group on World War II at the Mili-

tary History Convention in Augusta, GA, Jan. 24-27. “The

Siege of Augusta”featured close to 50 different activities

on different periods of Military History for all ages.  Sev-

eral students from the Augusta site also took part in the

conference.

•••

Dr. Catherine Allard, professor of music; Dr. Michael

Hix, assistant professor of music; Dr. Margaret Jackson,

visiting assistant professor of voice and ethnomusicology;

Dr. Tim Phillips, assistant professor of music; and Dr.

Hui-Ting Yang, instructor of piano studies were featured

performers at the recent Alabama Music Educators Associ-

ation In-Service Conference. 

•••

Dr. Steven L. Taylor, associate professor of political sci-

ence, presented the paper “Evolution of the Colombian

Ballot, 1953-2006” at the 2008 meeting of the Southern

Political Science Association in New Orleans, Jan. 10-12.

He also participated in a roundtable discussion entitled

“New Media and Politics: A Roundtable on Political Scien-

tists as Bloggers.”

•••

Dr. Hui-Ting Yang, instructor of piano studies and

accompanying, has been invited to perform the piece

“Point and Line to Plane” (composer, Clifton Callendar) at

the National Conference of the Society of Composers to be

held at Georgia State University on Feb. 21 and at the Col-

lege Music Society South Central-Southern SuperRegional

Conference at Lousiana State University on Feb. 29. Dr.

Yang premiered this same piece at the 13th Biennial Festi-

val of New Music at Florida State in February of last year.  

Dr. Yang and Dr. Meg Jackson, visiting assistant profes-

sor of music, will be presenting a lecture recital on the

topic of “Tones, Language, and Music: The Role of Tonal

Inflection in Taiwanese Art Songs” at the College of Music

Society South Central-Southern SuperRegional Conference

at Lousiana State University on Feb. 29.  

Dr. Yang also will be recording Sonata-Portrait for Piano

Solo by Ladislav Kubik on April 6, in Studio Martinek,

Prague, Czech Republic.

•••

Dr. Alan D. Campbell, associate professor of accounting

at the Montgomery Campus, has received a contract from

Matthew Bender & Company, Inc., a member of the Lexis-

Nexis® Group, to write expert commentaries on federal

tax issues.

•••

Dr. Tim Phillips, assistant professor of music, was

recently named the principal clarinetist of the Northwest

Florida Symphony Orchestra and has been invited to per-

form at the International Clarinet Festival in Kansas City,

MO, this summer.

•••

See ACHIEVEMENTS, Page 6

Activities & achievements
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Continued from Page 5

Dr. Noel Harold Kaylor, Jr. and

Dr. Richard Scott Nokes of the

Department of English have edited

the publication Global Perspectives

on Medieval Literature, Language,

and Culture (Kalamazoo, MI:

Medieval Institute Publications,

2007). In addition to editing the vol-

ume, Dr. Kaylor also contributed

“Re-examining Geoffrey Chaucer’s

Work in an Age of Globalization:

Troilus and Criseyde and Chaucer’s

Global Perspective.” Dr. Nokes con-

tributed “Global Literature, Medieval

Literature, and the Popol Vuh.”

•••

Dr. Michael Hix, assistant profes-

sor of music, will sing role of

Angelotti in Giacomo Puccini’s Tosca

with Opera Birmingham this Spring.

Performances are March 6 and 8 at

the Alabama Theatre. This will be

Hix’s second main stage role with the

company.

•••

The Troy University Concert

Chorale, under the direction of Dr.

Diane Orlofsky, professor of music,

and graduate assistant Tori Lee, was

the featured keynote performance

group at the recent Alabama Music

Educators Association In-Service

Conference. This statewide confer-

ence was held on the campus of the

University of Alabama, Jan.10-12.

Achievements

Troy University wel-

comed nine new employ-

ees during the month of

December.

Employees joining the

TROY family are:

• Kimberly Anne Can-

non, academic advisor,

Brunswick, GA;

• Angela Regin Crumb-

ley, account clerk, Mont-

gomery;

• Summer Rae Davis,

academic advisor,

Brunswick, GA;

• Karma Denise Fuller,

international admissions

specialist, Troy;

• Michael Caleb Gates,

assistant professor, Orlan-

do;

• James Blair Kenaston,

academic advisor,

Atlanta;

• Tyson Lindsy

McDaniel, distance learn-

ing specialist, eCampus;

• Benita Nanette Wil-

son, student services spe-

cialist, eCampus;

• Keelani Ronell Wil-

son, international admis-

sions specialist, Troy.

University adds nine employees in December

Thacker retires. Dr. Larry

Thacker, chair of the Depart-

ment of Education on the Uni-

versity’s Phenix City Campus,

retired at the end of December.

Thacker joined the faculty of the

Phenix City Campus in January

2003 and worked to revise the

educational leadership and ele-

mentary education programs on

the campus. He also worked

diligently to refine the depart-

ment to meet with the require-

ments of the One Great Univer-

sity initiative. Dr. Thacker’s pro-

fessional career in elementary

and secondary education

spanned 42 years and seven

states. An avid hunter and fish-

erman, he looks forward to trav-

eling across country with his

wife, Jacqueline, and spending

time with their daughter, Kelli,

who lives in Columbus, GA. 

Continued from Page 1

prestigious courses in the ALARNG and

has received many decorations and

badges for his dedication to his country. 

After fighting three years in Vietnam,

Griffin received the Vietnam Service

Medal, as well as the Vietnamese Cross

of Gallantry.  He has nine U.S. decora-

tions, which includes the National

Defense Service Medal.  

Griffin, who has served more than 30

years in the ALARNG, spends time out-

side of the military teaching students

and saving lives as a medical helicopter

pilot.  

Griffin teaches finance in the Sorrell

College of Business on the Montgomery

Campus. 

Griffin said that Troy University is

very understanding when it comes to

balancing his three jobs.  “My boss, Dr.

Dennis Self, at Troy is very good at

working with me when conflicts arise,

and they always arise,” said Griffin.  “I

consider myself fortunate to have a

great camaraderie at Troy.”

Outside of the classroom, Griffin

works as a pilot for the company called

Air Evac transporting patients from hos-

pital to hospital.  Griffin accepted the

invitation to join the company in 2006

and finished the schooling in May 2007.  

“There is a simple fact that must not

be overlooked,” said Griffin.  “I am

only the bus driver.  The real magicians

and miracle workers sit in the back.

They are the medical crew. They do it

every day, making the amazing look

commonplace.”

Dr. Dennis Self says Griffin goes

above and beyond in his service both in

and out of the classroom.  “Via teaching

and military, he [Griffin] is truly serv-

ing our state and country,” Self said.

– By Sara Godwin

Griffin
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‘Breathing Out the Ghost’
Reading, book-signing event set for Feb. 24 for Dr. Kirk Curnutt’s new novel

Kirk Curnutt, chair of the Eng-

lish department at Troy Uni-

versity’s Montgomery Campus, will

be celebrating the release of his cur-

rent novel, Breathing Out the Ghost,
with a reading and signing sponsored

by the book’s publisher, River City

Publishing. 

The event will take place on Sun-

day, Feb. 24, from 4 to 7 p.m. at the

Montgomery eatery, El Rey Burrito

Lounge, located in the Old Cloverdale

district next to the Capri Theater at

1031 E. Fairview.

Breathing Out the Ghost is a literary

thriller about two parents who come

to envy each other’s ability to cope

with the grief of losing children. The

novel was the December 2007 book

club selection at ForeWord Magazine,

the leading trade publication of the

independent publishing industry.

“RUN, don’t walk, to your nearest

indie book store and buy this book,”

one of the magazine’s staff wrote on

the book club’s online site. “I

dreamed of the characters..… Please

read this book. Then give it to the

next person who asks ‘have you read

any good books lately?’” 

The novel was also recently

reviewed by the Alabama Writers’

Forum. The back cover features

blurbs by acclaimed novelists Stewart

O’Nan (Last Night at the Lobster),

Michael Griffith (Bibliophilia), and

George Garrett, the former poet laure-

ate of Virginia, all of whom praise the

novel’s combination of literary tech-

nique and popular mystery pacing.

According to the author, the book’s

genesis can be traced back to a sab-

batical from Troy University in late

2000. 

“I was hired to write a book on

coming-of-age novels in a very short

period of time. (Former Troy-Mont-

gomery president) Dr. Cameron Mar-

tindale was kind enough to approve

my sabbatical application. I remember

her asking if I could crank out a book

that quickly. I remember saying, ‘I’ll

actually be writing two books, ma’am.

It’s time for me to try my hand at a

novel.’”

While Curnutt finished the first

book on schedule, Breathing Out the
Ghost would require several years and

upwards of 14 drafts to complete. 

“I would think I had a deal with this

or that publisher, and I would happily

rewrite the whole shebang for this or

that editor. Then the deal would evap-

orate. I couldn’t really complain

because each time I walked away with

a much better book. This happened

two or three times, and then once it

was a finalist for this award called the

Peter Taylor Prize. I came in second,

but since the University of Tennessee

only publishes one winner, I came out

of the experience thinking of Dale

Earnhardt—you know, ‘First runner

up really means you’re the first

loser.’”

Finally, in 2006, Curnutt submitted

the book to the Montgomery-based

independent publisher who had done

his 2003 story collection, Baby, Let’s
Make a Baby. 

“Every once in a while, the folks

there—all of whom are close

friends—would say, ‘Let us see a

novel,’ but it took the story collection

a long time to break even, and I didn’t

feel like I’d earned a second book

with River City until I at least broke

even,” Curnutt said. “I’m grateful

they liked it and have put a lot of

energy into making the best possible

product.”

Dr. Kirk Curnutt will hold a

reading and book signing for

his new novel Breathing Out

the Ghost at the El Rey Bur-

rito Lounge in Mont-

gomery’s Old Cloverdale

from 4 to 7 p.m. on Feb. 24.

The novel is a literary

thriller about two parents

who come to envy each

other’s ability to cope with

the grief of losing children.
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Celebration
Chinese Student Association to ring in New Year on Feb. 9 with annual event
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Troy University students from

China will celebrate the Spring

Festival – also known as Chinese New

Year – with the University and com-

munity at large Feb. 9.

The seventh-annual event, slated to

begin at 6 p.m. in the Trojan Center

Ballrooms, will include a wide variety

of both traditional and contemporary

Chinese performances. Tickets for the

event are $8 for students (kindergarten

through university) and $15 for adults.

This year’s entertainment will

include a traditional opera selection

performed by an exchange scholar

from Yunnan University, performances

on traditional Chinese instruments er

hu, guzheng, hulusi, and ba wu, a

fashion show featuring reproductions

from the Qing Dynasty through con-

temporary Chinese dress, a magic

show, piano and vocal performances, a

martial arts demonstration; traditional

Chinese dances and the Dragon and

Lion dances.

The menu will include various meat

and vegetable dishes and a traditional

Chinese New Year cake, but most

notable Peking duck.  In addition to

the student performances, guests will

be treated to a Peking duck carving

demonstration.

For tickets, contact Debbie Davis at

334-670-5965 or csa@troy.edu.

Troy University’s Chinese Student Association will host a traditional Chinese New

Year celebration Feb. 9 in the Trojan Center Ballrooms. 

The Troy University

Department of History

and the University’s

Chapter of Phi Alpha

Theta will host the fifth

annual McPherson-

Mitchell lecture in South-

ern History at 5 p.m. on

Feb. 4 in Claudia Crosby

Theater on the Troy

Campus.

The speaker for the lec-

ture is Professor

Stephanie Yuhl, associate

professor of history at

College of the Holy

Cross in Worcester, Mas-

sachusetts.  Her lecture is

entitled “Memory Mat-

ters: Personal and Public

Heritage in Charleston.”

Yuhl, a member of the

College of the Holy

Cross faculty since 2000,

specializes in 20th-centu-

ry United States cultural

and social history, public

history, the history of the

south, and American

women. 

The McPherson-

Mitchell lecture series is

held in honor of Norma

Mitchell and Milton

McPherson, retired Troy

University history profes-

sors who together gave

50 years of service to the

university.  

The lecture is open to

the public and is free of

charge.

McPherson-Mitchell Lecture set Theatre to present ‘The Misanthrope’
The Troy University Theatre Department will present “The

Misanthrope” by Jean Baptiste Poquelin Moliere on Feb. 14,

15, 16, and 18 at 7:30 p.m. in the Trojan Center Theatre.

According to Kaley Green, Troy University Theatre market-

ing and public relations manager, the play is “hilarious.”

“It’s about society and relationships,” said Green, “and the

way that men and women play games with one another.”

The department is bringing in guest director Siona Macleod

for the production.

The cast includes: Chris Boucher of Montgomery as Alceste;

Jake Askey of Orange Park, FL, as Clitandre; William Moody

of Orange Beach, as Philinte; Doug Watkins as a guard; Laura

Beth Alexander of Tuscaloosa as Dubois; Alissa Cannon of

Thomasville as Arsinoe; Bryant Stokes of Troy as Acaste;

Grace Collins of Birmingham as Celimene; Stephanie Frakes

of Clinton, MS, as Eliante; Heather Leyde of Florence as

Basque; Trey Allen of  Montgomery as Oronte.

Reserve seats are $5 and can be reserved by calling call the

Trojan Center Box Office at (334) 670-3293.




