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Worldwide pride
Special game package planned for

Dec. 6 meeting with Arkansas State

Unveiling – Troy University Chancellor Dr. Jack

Hawkins Jr. leads the celebration as the Dothan Campus’

Trojan Warrior statue is unveiled Thursday. The statue,

designed by Covington County sculptor Larry Strickland,

was cast in bronze in China and is one of four replicas of

the original statue that adorns the Troy Campus Quad. 

Troy University will celebrate “Worldwide Tro-

jan Pride Day” on Dec. 6 when TROY plays

host to Sun Belt Conference opponent Arkansas State

in Movie Gallery Veterans Stadium.

A special ticket package is available for all TROY

faculty, staff and alumni and will feature a barbecue

tailgate reception from 2 to 5:30 p.m., a Worldwide

Trojan Pride t-shirt and a ticket to the game. Kickoff

is set for 6 p.m. Game packages are $25 per person. 

“A way for us to give other Trojan alumni and staff

a chance to come to campus and immerse themselves

in a TROY game day atmosphere,” said Wes Allen,

assistant athletic director for development and one of

the organizers of the event. “It gives them the oppor-

tunity to experience good fellowship, good food and

a good game as we battle for a conference champi-

onship.”

The Dec. 6 game also will mark Senior Day for the

Trojan football team, providing fans with an opportu-

nity to show their appreciation for the dedication and

hard work of our seniors.

To reserve a Worldwide Trojan Pride game pack-

age, call the TROY ticket office toll free at 877-878-

WINS and reference the Worldwide Trojan Pride Day

package.

Hank Hartsfield, a Birmingham
native who became Alabama’s first
astronaut, shared memories of his
three space flights Friday during the
fifth annual Aerospace Day at Troy
University’s Dothan campus.

The free event aimed to provide
area teachers with ideas on how to
incorporate aerospace studies into
classrooms, said Sandy Armstrong,
director of TROY’s Wiregrass Math
and Science Consortium.

“This event allows teachers and stu-
dents to meet astronauts, and we hope
it encourages them to use aerospace
education as a tool to teach math, sci-
ence and technology in grades K-8,”
Armstrong said.

Hartsfield shared photographs and
memories from his missions as a pilot

and com-
mander on
the space
shuttles
Columbia,
Discovery
and Chal-
lenger from
1982 to
1985.

The event
was attend-
ed by area
teachers
involved in

the Alabama Math and Science

Teaching Initiative and the Wiregrass
Math and Science Consortium, and
fourth graders from Kelly Springs
Elementary School in Dothan who
recently studied about Hartsfield at
school.

Hartsfield encouraged the students
to study hard and set goals.

“Somewhere along the way you
will find out what your goal is,” he
said. “Find out what it takes to get
there and work hard.”

Joining Hartsfield during a panel
discussion were Paul Johnson, an
aerospace engineer at the Marshall
Spaceflight Center in Huntsville and
Dr. Wil Robertson, a NASA educa-
tion specialist.

Alabama’s first astronaut headlines Aerospace Day

Hank Hartsfield
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Capital City Connection
TROY partners with City of  Montgomery to provide new local cable channel

Students at Troy University are getting

to see a living reef up close and person-

al thanks to a demonstration project

sponsored jointly with the Wiregrass

Research, Conservation and Develop-

ment Council, the University and

Aquarium Fantasies.

The Positive Water Management Prac-

tices Display and Aquatic Ecosystem

Demonstration is located in the first

floor atrium of the Math and Science

Complex in McCall Hall on the Troy

Campus, according to Janet Gaston, the

instructor in the Department of Biologi-

cal Science who spearheaded the effort.

In addition to the 180-gallon aquarium

containing a saltwater reef and marine

life, two wall-mounted bulletin board

displays provide information on non-

point source pollution, pollutants that

can create public health hazards, factors

that influence non-point source pollu-

tion, how watersheds work, services

ecosystems provide to the environment

and vegetation found along south Ala-

bama rivers.

“This project serves as a focal point of

interest that has led to community

awareness of our watersheds and the

positive conservation practices that will

lead to the protection of our natural

resources,” Gaston said. “The aquarium

display demonstrates a balanced ecosys-

tem and an awareness of the endanger-

ment of our terrestrial and aquatic

ecosystems.”

Participating in the dedication ceremonies are (left to right) College of Arts and Sci-

ences Dean Bill Richardson, Dr. Ed Roach, executive vice chancellor and provost, State

Rep. Alan Boothe, State Sen. Wendell Mitchell, biological sciences instructor Janet

Gaston, and Wiregrass RC&D council members Roy Kendrick and  Herb Huner and

Randy Martin, director of Wiregrass RC&D.

Saltwater aquarium offers a look at living reef

Troy University has teamed up with the City of Mont-

gomery and the city’s two cable television providers to

offer a new source for local information.

The Capital City Connection, offered to Charter Cable sub-

scribers in the Montgomery city limits on channel 95 and to

Knology customers on channel 96, grew out of a partnership

signed between TROY and the City of Montgomery in Febru-

ary. Under the agreement, the University provides the studio,

equipment and personnel, while Montgomery officials coordi-

nate programming schedules.

The new channel, which went on the air Oct. 21, will include

live broadcasts of the Montgomery City Council meetings, live

rush-hour traffic video, governmental meetings held within the

Montgomery Council Chambers, as well as golf and tennis tips

provided by city of Montgomery personnel, education news and

updates, storybook time provided through the Montgomery Pub-

lic Library, concerts and various special events within the city of

Montgomery.

“Troy University is very proud to partner with the city of

Montgomery in this effort, but this type of relationship with

between the University and the city is nothing new,” said Ray

White, vice chancellor of the Montgomery Campus. “For more

than 35 years Troy University has operated the W.A. Gayle

Planetarium on behalf of the city and we welcome opportunities

to work together for the betterment of the community and its

residents. We feel the Capital City Connection will be a valuable

tool in providing Montgomerians with helpful information about

the governmental business and life within the community.”

George Singleton, TROY’s television manager on the Mont-

gomery Campus, explains the new Capital City Connection

cable channel to local media during a news conference.
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Going the extra mile
Wade, Nichols win Vergil Parks McKinley Awards for October, November
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Denise Wade, secretary for Troy University’s Asso-

ciate Nursing Program, and Virginia Nichols,

assistant director for student services in the University’s

Southeast Region Registrar/Records office, have been

honored as Vergil Parks McKinley Award recipients for

October and November respectively.

The McKinley Award is the highest honor that Troy

University gives to a non-faculty staff member. It is pre-

sented monthly to an employee who has demonstrated

outstanding attitude, innovation and work ethic. The

award was established by former Texaco CEO John

McKinley in honor of his father, Vergil Parks McKinley,

who was a Troy University professor during the early

20th century and was key to the development of the

University’s athletic program. Winners of this award

receive an engraved clock and a $350 stipend.

Wade, who works at the University’s Montgomery

Campus and has been a member of the Troy University

staff since 2004, received the award during an October

ceremony in the Hawkins-Adams-Long Hall of Honor

on the Troy Campus. Dr. Jack Hawkins Jr., chancellor of

Troy University, presented the award to Wade, who was

nominated by Dr. Donna Bedsole, director of the associ-

ate of nursing program.

In a letter of nomination, Dr. Bedsole praised Wade’s

work ethic.

“Ms. Wade always goes the extra mile to assist any-

one. She researches any question a student may have

until she finds an answer,” Dr. Bedsole said. “Students,

faculty and administrators all depend on her and have

the utmost respect for her. Her kind, gentle nature is so

reassuring to students who are trying to meet deadlines

for submitting required certifications and various nurs-

ing items before they can attend clinical experiences at

the hospitals and nursing homes. Denise never com-

plains, and her positive attitude is one of her many out-

standing traits.”

Nichols, who has been a member of the Troy Universi-

ty staff since 1995, received the award during a Nov. 19

ceremony, and also was presented with the award by

Chancellor Hawkins. 

In a letter of nomination, Priscilla Washington, direc-

tor of student services for the Southeast Region’s Regis-

trar and Records Office, praised Nichols for her atten-

tion to detail.

“Virginia is an expert in the area of Admissions and

Records,” Washington said. “Her attention to details has

caused her to perfect so many things in our office to

help all employees do a better job. Her attitude and

willingness to help and stay at work until the job is

done makes her a valued employee.”

Troy University Chancellor Jack Hawkins, Jr. (right) and Dr.

Donna Bedsole, director of the associate of nursing program

(left), present Denise Wade, secretary in the School of Nurs-

ing on the Montgomery Campus, with the University’s Vergil

Parks McKinley Award for October. 

Chancellor Jack Hawkins, Jr., (left) and Priscilla Washington,

director of the Registrar/Records Office for the University’s

Southeast Region, present Virginia Nichols with the Vergil

Parks McKinley Award for November.
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Reward Callers – Winners of the

Reward Caller Awards for October are

congratulated by Dr. Jack Hawkins, Jr.,

during a ceremony on Tuesday in the

Hawkins-Adams-Long Hall of Honor

on the Troy Campus. Winners, from let

to right, are: Jason Messick, financial

aid; Lisa Solomon, accounts payable;

and Jo Ann Smith, associate provost’s

office. Not pictured is Kai Weekly of

the Gene Elrod Success Center on the

Montgomery Campus. The monthly

reward caller awards are given in recog-

nition of courtesy and proper use of

telephone etiquette. Winners receive

$25. 

Anniversary gala – Dr. Geraldine Allen, director of the Master of Nurs-

ing program, presents a gift to Dr. Brenda Riley during a gala celebration of

the program’s 25th anniversary. Proceeds from the event, which featured an

anniversary brunch on the Montgomery Campus and a gala dinner at the

Embassy Suites in Montgomery, will help fund a new scholarship for gradu-

ate nursing students. The Brenda Riley Scholarship will honor Dr. Riley, a

former faculty member and dean of the College of Health and Human Serv-

ices. She joined the TROY family in 1980 and served in various capacities

within the College until her retirement in 2003. The MSN program was ini-

tiated in 1983 on the Montgomery Campus with clinical specialties in adult

health, child health or maternal infant nursing with functional roles in nurs-

ing education or administration. 

TROY alumni
can get lifetime
email address

Troy University alumni  can get life-

time email forwarding through a new

program offered by the Alumni Affairs

Office.

TROY alumni can register for the spe-

cial service that will forward email to

their active email account online at

troy.edu in the Alumni section of the

website.

“The neat part about this service is that

no matter how many times you change

your email address, you will have a per-

manent, easy-to-remember address to

give family, friends and business associ-

ates,” said Dr. Jean Laliberte, associate

vice chancellor for development.

Rather than a permanent email account

that has to be monitored, TROY’s service

assigns each user an “@alumni.troy.edu”

email address that redirects incoming

mail to the user’s permanent, self-

assigned email account. The online man-

agement tools allow users to designate

the final destination email address.

For more information about alumni-

related activities, contact the Alumni

Affairs Office at 334-670-3318.
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Dr. Edward Merkel, director of graduate business pro-

grams and professor of economics in the Sorrell College of

Business, Troy Campus, has published an Instructor’s

Resource Manual which accompanies the 12th 2009 edi-

tion of Principles of Money, Banking, and Financial Mar-

kets by Ritter, Silber and Udell, a leading textbook in the

economics discipline. 

The publisher is Addison and Wesley. The manual,

which is in CD Rom, includes 29 chapters with each con-

taining the following sections: chapter outline, synopsis of

key points and issues, web sites, answers to the end of

chapter questions and additional questions and answers

which can be used by the instructor in class discussion

and/or on examinations.

•••

Dr. Vitaly Voloshin, professor of mathematics, is pub-

lishing two textbooks: “Introduction to Graph Theory” (for

undergraduates) and “Introduction to Graph and Hyper-

graph Theory” (for graduate and undergraduate students).

Both textbooks were partially supported by the Faculty

Development Committee grants of Troy University and

will appear in the 1st quarter of 2009 by “Nova Science

Publishers,” New York.

Also, during the fall break, Dr. Voloshin had an invited

talk at the research seminar of the Department of Mathe-

matics and Statistics of Auburn University. The title of the

talk was:  “Coloring Theory: History, Results and Open

Problems.”

•••

Larry Percy, associate professor of art and design, was

the honored recipient of the 2008 AAEA Marion Quin Dix

Leadership Award at the Fall Conference for the Alabama

Art Education Association. The organization recognized

Mr. Percy for his leadership and contributions to visual

arts education at the state, regional and local levels. Of

special note was Mr. Percy’s involvement of Troy Univer-

sity pre-service art educators and the Troy Student Art

Education Association in assisting judging and mounting

of several state and district level public school art competi-

tions and exhibitions, visual arts education outreach to

underserved K-12 school populations and his advocacy in

the presentation of papers and presentations at professional

conferences. Mr. Percy and a number of his students pre-

sented papers at four different conferences this past year

including the Alabama Arts Education Summit, held on the

Troy campus last spring and at the National Art Education

Association national conference held in New Orleans, LA. 

Percy, also a nominee for the statewide Art Educator of

the Year Award, serves as chair of the Higher Education

division for the Alabama Art Education Association Board

of Directors. 

In addition, Percy recently received the 2009 Renais-

sance Art Center’s Juror’s Choice Award at their annual

regional exhibition. It was for his piece entitled “Kerygma

Series: Journeys to Holy Ghost Canyon XII/Arch.” The

Renaissance Center is located in Dickson, Tennessee.

•••

Dr. James F. Rinehart, associate dean of the College of

Arts and Sciences and a professor of political science, was

a guest on Dothan’s WTVY television’s election night cov-

erage on Nov. 4. Dr. Rinehart lent his expertise to discus-

sions concerning the presidential returns, as well as local

races such as the District 2 Congressional race.

•••

Dr. Charles E.  Mitchell, assistant professor of public

administration in the Southeastern Region, presented a

paper entitled, “Best Approach to Teaching Ethics in a

Relativistic Environment: Case Studies or the Good

books?” at the 2008 International Conference on Educa-

tion, Economy and Society held in Paris, France, July 17-

19.

•••

Dr. Emrah Orhun, professor of computer science on

the Montgomery Campus presented a co-authored paper

entitled “Theoretical Frameworks for Knowledge Sharing

in a Community of Practice” at the Euro-American Con-

ference on Telematics and Information Systems, Aracaju,

Brazil, Sept. 10-12. He also presented a seminar entitled

“Knowledge Sharing in Communities of Practice” at the

conference.

Dr. Orhun also presented a co-authored paper entitled

“Factors Influencing Knowledge Sharing in an Electronic

Community of Practice” at the International Conference on

Management and Marketing Sciences, May 23-25 in

Athens, Greece.

•••

Ralph Ford, director of bands, and Dr. John M. Long,

director of bands emeritus, both served as adjudicators at

the 33rd annual Oahu Marching Band Festival in Hawaii

on Nov. 3. The festival was presented by Finance Factors

and the Pearl City High School Music Learning Center. 

•••

Dr. Virginia Henderson, adjunct faculty member in the

School of Art and Design, has been notified that her essay

“Signs of Poverty: Remembering the Passion and the

Christian Ideal in the Imagery of the Observant Francis-

cans” will be included in “Dreams and Visions,” edited by

Nancy van Deusen and part of her series “Past and Pres-

ent” will be published by Brill in January 2009 in Leiden

(The Netherlands).

Dr. Henderson also will be presenting a professional

paper at the 44th International Congress on Medieval

Studies, Western Michigan University in May 2009. The

paper is entitled “To ‘Prick Your Ious Mind’: Mnemonic

Imagery in Psalters and Prayer Books.”

See ACHIEVEMENTS, Page 7

Activities & achievements
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Achievements
Continued from Page 6

Dr. Ben P. Robertson, assistant pro-

fessor of English, presented “Elizabeth

Inchbald’s Experiment with Independ-

ence:  Evidence from the Pocket-

books” at the International Conference

on Romanticism, held Oct. 16-19 in

Rochester, MI.

Dr. Robertson also recently pub-

lished an article entitled “Embracing

William Blake’s Contraries:  An

Approach to Teaching Writing and

Critical Thinking” in Alabama Eng-

lish, the journal of the Alabama Coun-

cil of Teachers of English.

•••

Dr. Mike Schraeder of the Sorrell

College of Business on the Mont-

gomery Campus, has received notifi-

cation that his article, “Incongruence

in the Value of Employees: Organiza-

tional Actions Speak Louder that

Words,” has been accepted for publi-

cation in a forthcoming issue of

Development and Learning in Organi-

zations.

In addition, Dr. Schraeder’s manu-

script titled, “Leveraging Potential

Benefits of Augmentation in Employ-

ee Training” has been accepted for

publication in a forthcoming issue of

Industrial and Commercial Training. 

•••

Dr. John Roufagalas of the Sorrell

College of Business on the Mont-

gomery Campus presented a seminar

on “Aggregate Price Rigidity as a

Result of Firm Exit” on Oct. 17 for

the Department of Agricultural Eco-

nomics and Rural Sociology at Auburn

University.

•••

Dr. William R. Denison and Dr.

John W. Jinright attended the 2008

Performing Arts Exchange Conference

for the purposes of developing the

Troy Arts Council’s 2009-2010 fine

arts season. They attended profession-

al development sessions on grant-writ-

ing, fundraising, audience develop-

ment, advanced contract negotiation

and outdoor festivals. The conference

is sponsored each year by The South-

ern Arts Federation, a non-profit

regional organization that creates part-

nerships and collaborations; assists in

the professional development of

artists, arts organizations and arts pro-

fessionals; presents, promotes and pro-

duces Southern arts and cultural pro-

gramming; and advocates for the arts

and arts education. 

•••

Drs. Catherine Allard, William R.

Denison and John Jinright presented

an evening of music by the American

composer Edward MacDowell on Oct.

27 to the members and guests of the

Troy Music Study Club.  The program

included selections from Fireside

Tales, Eight Songs, Op. 47, and Two

Northern Songs, Op. 43.

For Pike County children suffering
from asthma, Troy University’s

annual Asthma Safari serves as a fun-
filled program that also helps educates
them about their condition. 

The event, held on Nov. 14 at the Troy
Family Housing Authority building, is
designed for students in kindergarten
through the second grade and through
various activities encourages the children
to gain control of their condition through
knowledge and preparedness.

Dr. Gayle Bush of the Kinesiology and
Health Promotion Department received a
grant from the Steps to a Healthier Ala-
bama program in July that helped to
fund this year and next year’s events,
providing materials for the event and
$3,000 to cover expenses. The program
had previously been sponsored by the
Steps to a Healthier Alabama program
and Healthy Schools/Healthy Kids.

According to Bush, the program
empowers the children to recognize their
own triggers and warning signs, while
soothing their fears and laying the

groundwork for future asthma education. 
“Children with asthma need to know

the warning signs of an on-coming asth-
ma attack, recognize when they are in
trouble, and know who to ask for help,”
Bush said. 

TROY students from the Department

of Kinesiology and Health Promotion
served as volunteers for the event, along
students from the School of Nursing and
the College of Education. 

The program is also supported by local
physicians and the Alabama Department
of Public Health. 

Event serves as educational tool for those with asthma

Above, participants in Troy University’s Asthma Safari enjoy a puppet show during

the Nov. 14 event presented by the University’s Department of Kinesiology and Health

Promotion.



TROY TODAY
8November 24, 2008

‘She’s got a ticket to ride’
New Jersey woman to perform at Rosa Parks Museum anniversary celebration
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Troy University’s Rosa Parks

Museum will celebrate its

eighth anniversary with a special

presentation by Doreen Griffin of

Trenton, NJ on Dec. 1, beginning at

7 p.m. in the Museum’s auditorium. 

The presentation “She’s Got a

Ticket to Ride: An Interview with

Mrs. Rosa Parks” is the story of

Rosa Parks’ refusal to give up her

seat on the bus and a reminder that

her example remains an inspiration

to freedom-loving people every-

where.

This presentation was created,

written and co-produced by Anthony

F. Miskowski, Executive Secretary

of Communication Workers of

America (CWA) Local 1033, and

Assistant Curator of the New Jersey

State Museum and Doreen Griffin,

CWA Local 1033 Executive Board

member and Representative for Law

and Public Safety, Division of Law

where she works as a Paralegal.

The program was originally pro-

duced in 2006 to commemorate

Black History Month and honor the

legacy of Rosa Parks as a one-time

performance for the CWA Commit-

tee on Equity. However, since its ini-

tial performance, it has been present-

ed at various worksites of state gov-

ernment in Trenton, New Jersey; at

the 2007 National Women’s conven-

tion in Washington DC; the West

African Project, Inc. (a fund-raising

event) in Langhorne, PA, to assist

the children of Monrovia, Liberia,

who are caught in the strife of a pro-

longed civil war; Orangeburg, South

Carolina; and several churches and

schools both in North and South Jer-

sey. All performances are free of

charge in the interest of educational

and entertainment purposes.

The event is free and open to the

public.

Continued from Page 1

academic colleges, teaching Chinese language to “thousands

of Alabama students,” using the Confucius Institute for eco-

nomic development purposes and sending Alabama students

to study in China.

The Confucius Institute at Troy University Alabama’s first

and only Confucius Institute and is part of a global network

of more than 200 similar institutes in 50 countries, and 54 in

the United States. In addition to focusing on language, arts

and culture, the Institute also provides a springboard for

business exchange with China.

Its first students, taught by Confucius Institute at Troy

University director Dr. Iris Xu, and visiting professors Li

Chenghao and  Fan Xuerong, both faculty members from CI

partner Hebei Normal University of Science and Technolo-

gy, are taught language, culture, arts and general Asian stud-

ies as a cohort group. About 30 students are participating in

the inaugural fall semester.

In addition to the cohort of TROY students, the Confucius

Institute conducted a three-day “Experience China” program

in September that exposed more than 1,000 people – rang-

ing from elementary school students to the University’s fac-

ulty and staff – to Chinese culture. The institute has also

been involved in sponsoring calligraphy competitions, stu-

dent recruitment efforts, and has established a “Chinese

Corner” that offers a variety of events. Mr. Li, a scholar in

the area of Chinese art, culture and digital design, currently

is offering a 10-week Tai Chi workshop on the Troy Cam-

pus.

“The existence of multiculturalism is the foundation for

the peace and development of the world,” said Hebei Presi-

dent Tang Shengling. “… Chinese culture, as an important

component of human civilization, feels obliged to contribute

to the diversity of human life and the peace and develop-

ment of human civilization.”

Also on hand for the ceremony that included a luncheon,

entertainment by students and faculty members and the

unveiling of a statue, was Mr. Yan Xueqian, deputy director

of the China Youth Center, College of Communication and

Fine Arts Dean Dr. Maryjo Cochran, and State Rep. Alan

Boothe, who presented a resolution commemorating the

establishment of the Confucius Institute at Troy University.

Institute

Alabama State Representative Alan Boothe, right, presents a

proclamation to President Tang Shengling, of Hebei Normal

University of Science and Technology in the People’s Repub-

lic of China, commending the opening of the Confucius Insti-

tute at Troy University as TROY Chancellor Dr. Jack

Hawkins Jr. looks on. 




