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‘A labor of love’
‘A Rose Among Thorns’ performance benefits University’s Rosa Parks Library and Museum

The Troy University Rosa Parks

Museum celebrated the ninety-

fifth birthday of its namesake with a

theatrical performance by acclaimed

actress Ella Joyce. 

From the stage at the Alabama

Shakespeare Festival in Montgomery,

Joyce delivered an eloquent and

emotional tribute to Parks, who

passed away two years ago. 

The actress brought the crowd of

more than 600 to its feet with “A

Rose Among Thorns.” The one-act

play tells the story of the Civil

Rights Movement through the eyes of

Parks. “A Rose Among Thorns,”

which is written and performed by

Joyce and directed by her husband,

Dan Martin,

also pays

homage to

lesser know

heroes like E.

D. Nixon, for-

mer NAACP –

Montgomery

Chapter presi-

dent.

With

upswept hair,

wire rimmed

glasses and

lace gloves,

Joyce’s resemblance to Parks is

uncanny.

“It is like her spirit merges with

mine,” Joyce explained. “I feel like I

am no longer there. I let her tell the

story.”

“A Rose Among Thorns” debuted

in February of 2007 at the Black

Academy of Arts & Letters at the

Dallas Convention Center. She has

since performed the play from coast

to coast. 

“It began as a labor of love,” Joyce

said. “It has really just exploded

beyond what I ever imagined.”

As a result, Montgomery’s history

is being shared all over the nation.

Troy University Rosa Parks Museum

Director Georgette Norman said

Joyce presents the story in a way that

makes people want to listen.

“It is a heavy topic,” Norman said.

“She laces it with humor. She human-

izes Rosa Parks.”

Joyce grew up in Detroit, where

Parks spent the second half of her

life. The actress is best known for her

television roles on “Roc” and “My

Wife & Kids.” Recent movie credits

include roles in “Set it Off,” “Selma,

Lord Selma” and “Who Made the

Potato Salad?” 

“I realize it all must have brought

me to this point,” Joyce reflected.

During her Montgomery perform-

ance, the mayor of Birmingham pre-

sented Joyce with a commendation.

She has also received praise from

members of the Parks family. A rela-

tive traveled from Atlanta for the trib-

ute, and Joyce said she is humbled

each time she has the opportunity to

perform for them.

“I was nervous about how they

would feel,” Joyce said, recalling her

first performance for the family, “but

her niece told me, ‘I don’t want to see

anybody play Auntie Rosie but you.”

Later this month, Joyce will bring

Rosa Parks to life at the Harlem

School of the Arts. Other performanc-

es are scheduled for California and

Detroit. The actress and playwright

hopes the show will one day find a

permanent home.

“I would like to see it on Broad-

way,” Joyce said, with determination.

Proceeds from Joyce’s performance

in Montgomery will enable the Rosa

Parks Museum to bring other educa-

tional programs to the City and Troy

University. For more information

about the museum, visit

www.troy.edu.

– Inga Oberst

Ella Joyce as Mrs.

Rosa Parks in “A

Rose Among Thorns.”

Ella Joyce signs the visitor’s book at the University’s Rosa Parks Library and Museum

on the Montgomery Campus. Joyce portrayed Mrs. Rosa Parks in the one-woman play,

“A Rose Among Thorns,” during a benefit performance for the Museum presented at

the Alabama Shakespeare Festival earlier this month.
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Internationally known psychotherapist
to lecture at Phenix City Campus
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Commencement ceremony – Troy University

Trustee Charles Nailen of Dothan delivers the

keynote address at the University’s commence-

ment ceremony in the United Arab Emirates

(UAE) on Jan. 30. The ceremony, which saw 38

students receive dimplomas, was the University’s

second commencement ceremony in the country.

In addition to delivering the keynote address,

Nailen also represented the University as the pre-

siding officer for the ceremony. Troy has part-

nered with the Institute of Technological Studies

to offer bachelor’s degree programs in Sharjah

Free Zone, the United Arab Emirates and Colom-

bo, Sri Lanka. This year’s graduating class earned

degrees in business administration and computer

science.

Dr. Donald Meichenbaum, one of the founders of Cogni-

tive Behavior Therapy, will conduct a workshop focusing on

the treatment of individuals with Post Traumatic Stress Dis-

order (PTSD) and comorbid disorders at the Phenix City

Campus on March 1.

Dr. Meichenbaum was voted “one of the 10 most influen-

tial psychotherapists of the century” and is a distinguished

professor emeritus at the University of Waterloo, Ontario,

Canada, and research director of the Melissa Institute for

Violence Prevention in Miami, FL.

The workshop will examine how to provide integrated

treatments for clients with comorbid disorders, such as sub-

stance abuse, anger-control problems, depression/suicidality

and traumatic brain injuries.

The workshop will begin at 8 a.m. (EDT) and end at 3:30

with being lunch provided. The workshop is open to the

public and allows participants to earn 5.5 contact hours of

continuing education credit.  

The registration fee for professionals is $99 and $50 for

students. For more information, call 334-448-5102.  

Study Abroad Fair teams students
with travel, adventure and learning

More than a half dozen companies will be at Troy Univer-

sity March 19 helping students tie up travel, adventure and

learning into one package.

TROY’s Study Abroad fair, which will last from 9 a.m. to

3 p.m. in Room 119 of the Trojan Center, is focused on

bringing information to students, faculty, and parents

through companies that sponsor study abroad. 

“It’s a way to provide an in-depth understanding of what

the companies offer,” said John Grice, director of study

abroad.

“Students and their parents can get financial aid and

scholarship information through a particular organization,”

said Grice. “There is over $2 million worth of financial aid

through these companies.”

Grice encourages all students to attend and learn more

about the program. 

“Students gain a unique perspective on themselves and the

counties they come from in Study Abroad,” said Grice.

Grice, who served two years in the Peace Corps and par-

ticipated in study abroad as a senior in college, said the pro-

gram opens doors to new things and greater opportunities.

“Study Abroad can have a big impact on a student’s life,

and parents will see the positive effect that it has on their

student,” said Grice.

Black History Month reception – Troy University
psychology major Stephanie Graves (left) and criminal
justice major LaTonya Fluellen, both of Dothan, admire
a portrait of Harriet Wadsworth, during a Black History
Month reception on the Dothan Campus. The 19th cen-
tury charcoal likeness of the Geneva County woman is
part of a collection of family treasures handed down to
Agnes Windsor (not pictured). The retired teacher has
conducted extensive research that provides a glimpse
into rural, African-American life in the Wiregrass.




