Chinese Lantern Festival Family Reunion Party

At 6:00 pm February 22, 2019, visiting scholars from Confucius Institute at Troy university (CIT) Dothan campus
held a Lantern Festival Family Reunion Party for families with adopted Chinese children in the Thomas Harrison
Room, Malone Hall at Troy University Dothan campus. More than 110 people attended the event.

The party kicked off with festive music. Ms. Yandong Wang, Ms. Na Jiang and Ms. Yan He from CIT Dothan campus
expressed their appreciation for guests’ coming, and then the director of CIT Dr. Xu delivered the opening remarks,
which made everyone present feel our sincerity and hospitality. The first game, “Simon Says” set the party alight
with everyone’s laughter continuously. Games and performances were interspersed. Tai chi, calligraphy, Hulusi
attracted many guests to take photos and shoot videos. Enjoying the melodious sound of Hulusi, some foreign families
couldn’t help asking “What is this instrument?” As the prize of lucky draw, the calligraphy work was gifted to a boy.
He was over the moon as if he had got a precious treasure. Meanwhile, the games were also varied. The children
followed the Chinese popular songs to imitate the dances with laughing and dancing. They were not satisfied just
playing a round, and they did it once more. Mom and Dad, who had become their fans, were busy with applauding and
taking pictures or shooting videos. In the game of “Act and Guess”, the players did their best to use various weird
expressions and movements in order to make their partners understand what the words were. “Say it Backward” was
tough not only to kids but also to their parents. In “Lifting the Sedan Chair”, parents or elder brothers and sisters in a
group handed for the sedan, lifting their own baby running between treasure area and base camp. The competitors
rushed at a speed of 100 meters to grab a treasure in the compact sound of gongs and drums. Cheers, laughter could be
heard without end. At last, children got dozens of gifts by “Searching Treasure”.

After the activities was meal time. Red bean sweet dumplings were the most sought-after among the rich food.
Everyone sat around, eating, talking and sharing their stories. The event ended in harmony and joy. When many
families were about to leave, they specially expressed their gratitude to visiting scholars from CIT for the happy
evening and delicious food. They were looking forward to the next activity.
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