Confucius Institute at Troy University Was Invited to Participate SMARTS Program

Held in Hillcrest Elementary School

On June. 12, 2019 American local time, visiting scholars Ms. Yandong Wang, Ms. Na Jiang and Ms. Yan He
from CIT Dothan Campus and visiting scholars Ms. Rui Zhang, Ms. Wenjuan Cheng and Ms. Yunchu Zhang
from Troy Campus were invited to participate Enterprise Elementary School Summer SMARTS program,
presenting traditional Chinese culture Peking Opera Masks and Paper Cutting.

The activity of Peking Opera Masks was arranged in the school library, charged by Ms. Yan He, Ms.
Wenjuan Cheng and Ms. Yunchu Zhang. Ms. Yan He first introduced Peking Opera, classification of roles
and then she introduced Peking Opera masks, colors of various masks and personalities of characters. The
kids were amazed by the video clips of Peking Opera and guessed whether the person is good or not from
the facial mask he wears. After that, each kid got a printed mask and began to color it according to his own
understanding and emerged in happiness. While the kids are coloring, they showed great interest in it.

The paper cutting activity was arranged in classroom 401, charged by Ms. Yandong Wang, Ms. Na Jiang and
Ms. Rui Zhang. This activity was divided into two sections: a PPT presentation about the history and various
designs of paper cuts and hand-on experience of making some paper cuts. No matter what grades the
students were from, they could concentrate and listen, and got some knowledge about the long history of
Chinese paper cutting. They praised those beautiful and creative works of paper cutting. Anyway, the
hand-on experience is their favorite part. Ms. Na Jiang taught the kids to say “bear” and “butterfly” in
Chinese as she handed out the paper cut designs. The kids repeated the words and got what they wanted
happily. The hand-on experience part started from easy ones to difficult ones, from simple ones to more
complicated ones. The kids tried to cut the previously drawn designs first and learned to fold an easy shape
and finally made an octagon design with a four-layer folded triangle. Ms. Yandong Wang gave references to
the kids and also told them rules about how to make their own design. Ms. Rui Zhang moved among the kids,
taking down the happy moments and memorizing the happy faces with her camera.

After the activities, all the visiting scholars took a group picture. There is an exchange and communication
between Chinese and Western culture in each activity and each gathering witnesses our efforts and provides
the opportunity for us to share experience. Ms. Lupita, the coordinator of this program participated the event
from beginning to the end and assisted us. We look forward to the next activity.
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