Chinese Food Was Popular in “Zonta” Food Festival

On March 9, 2019, American local time, Confucius Institute at Troy University Dothan team and Troy team
took part in the 32" International Food Festival. Chinese food was very popular.

At 1:30 pm, visiting scholars, Jiang Na and He Yan came to the venue and decorated the Chinese food booth
into Chinese style with fans and Chinese Opera masks. The visiting scholars of Dothan campus and Troy
campus had already dressed themselves up in various Chinese ethnic costumes before the activity started.
Although our booth was not close to the center court, the location didn’t affect Chinese food popularity at all.
There was still a long line at the table. Some people asked excitedly when they saw dumplings, "Can | take
more than one?” Some other lovely people came back after eating our food just in order to give us a thumbs-up
and said, "Your food is so yummy!" Visiting scholars were too busy to take a break. Some were serving food,
some wearing ethnic costumes were taking photos with visitors together as invited, and some were busy
with translating a Chinese recipe of oil leached eggplant for the grandpa from neighboring booth. The
grandpa said this recipe had been given by a Chinese chef years ago, but he couldn’t found one who can read
it. Finally he got it today, so he is going to cook the oil leached eggplant when he participates in this festival
next year.

Half way through the event, two dozens of trays, five different dishes we had prepared had almost been
served out. Fortunately, we prepared enough dumplings according to our experience. Many people went
back for two times, three times, even four times... "Great! Dumplings are still available. They are really
good!" they said, as they were taking dumplings. An old lady came to us and said, "I'm sorry. | want to take
them home for my daughter. It's her favorite." "Oh, I'm so full, but I don't care. | just want to have some
more dumplings. They are so good!" Several foreign ladies said as they were filling their plates. No doubt,
those were their sincere words. After eating dumplings, the foreign friends in neighboring booths began to
recommend our dumplings to the diners around their tables.

Close to the end of the event, over twenty trays were all empty. So different places we come from but so
identical taste we have for delicious food.
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