Mid-Autumn Festival Celebration in Dothan with Families

On September 20", the CIT Dothan campus hosted a Mid-Autumn Festival event for the
families in the area who have adopted Chinese children. The space was beautifully decorated
with red lanterns and tablecloths draped on the counters that encourage the festive atmosphere.

Dr. Jeffrey, Vice Chancellor of Dothan Campus and Military Affairs, and Dr. Xu, Director of
Confucius Institute of Troy University, joined the families at the event. The goal of the
celebration was to foster stronger connections between CIT and the families through the
holiday atmosphere.

Dr. Jeffrey opened the ceremony with the Chinese greeting “{R#F (Hello)” and “Rif KAF
(long-lasting friendship).” The Vice Chancellor, who has visited China numerous times,
welcomed the families and the CIT staff for their dedication to Chinese culture.

The first activity of the night was a family-oriented game that had parents and children
cooperating with each other. The objective of the game was to use chopsticks to pick up beans.
This game introduced the children and their families to Chinese cuisine in a light-hearted
manner.

Next, the traditional dance Xin Jiang was presented to the audience, who was amazed. Some
of the children wanted to learn the dance and picked it up right away. After the dance, the
guests played a game called “Act and Guess” which involved a partner trying to act out a
given term while the other partner tried to guess correctly what their term was.

The trivia game followed next. The guests were shown a movie about the legend of the Mid-
Autumn Festival and asked questions, which were rewarded with prizes. Many parents and
children participated. The final event was the Lion Dance, performed by CIT Visiting Scholar
He Yan and her husband. The audience loved the dance and concluded the event with a
treasure hunt through a maze.

The children, parents, and hosts joined together to pose for a group picture and talked about
how successful the night was. At the dinner afterwards, the children were still talking about
the shows and games, clearly having enjoyed the festivities.
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