Confucius Institute Holds the 10" Alabama Chinese Teachers

Association Forum

On October 5™, the Confucius Institute held the 10™ Alabama Chinese Teachers
Association Forum at Bartlett Hall on the Montgomery Campus. American Alabama
Chinese Teachers Association and the International Language and Culture Institute at
Troy University both supported this forum. The event attracted over 50 professors and

teachers from Alabama and the neighboring states.

The forum focused on the development of Chinese language teaching in the United
States, Chinese language teaching and classroom management, and the development of
students’ craftsman skills (learning Chinese crafts). The conference consisted of a
combination of cutting-edge analysis of Chinese language teaching theories, first-hand
teaching experience sharing, and Chinese cultural craft-sharing. The meeting started
with a welcome speech from Dr. Rui Feng, President of the Alabama Chinese Teachers
Association. The first keynote speaker was Dr. Huajing Xiu Maske, Director of the
Confucius Institute at Kentucky University, Executive Director of the China Project
Office of Kentucky University and the professor of the College of Education. Dr. Xiu’s
keynote speech was themed “The Challenges and Opportunities of the 21st Century
Chinese Language Teaching”. Starting with the bell ringer, “Two Truths and a Lie”, she
shared her teaching routines with the attendees—Bell ringer, State the goal, lesson and

exit slip.

With the example of teaching Chinese language and culture by using the classic
American children book Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?, Dr. Xiu has
illustrated how to combine Chinese language and culture teaching with the real life of
the learners. She also proposed to promote Chinese language and culture education by
building up interactions between the Chinese teachers, co-workers, parents and students
in the process of Chinese teaching. In addition, Dr. Xiu also stressed the development

of the 4C skills required in the 21% century workplace and proposed to develop the 4C



skills of students in Chinese language and culture teaching. At last, from the perspective
of comparing Chinese and Western arts, she encouraged the teachers to use VTS (Visual

Thinking Strategy) to teach Chinese language and culture.

Another keynote speaker was Mr. Qiang Chen, a senior Chinese teacher from Enloe
Magnet High School in North Carolina with teaching experience of 30+ years and is
the winner of the Yale University Educator Award. Starting with the four most important
requirements to becoming an excellent teacher, Mr. Chen shared how to design a
teaching plan according to the language syllabus and how to use Student-centered
thematic unit to foster student interest in learning about Chinese language and culture.
He also shared his experiences in classroom management. He proposed that
encouragement and inspiration are the core of education and teachers should love the
students and educate them with discipline. Mr. Chen suggested the teachers make

proper classroom rules together with the students and set an example to follow them.

The workshop on how to make Chinese art crafts was arranged during the intervals
between the speeches. Ms. Wenjuan Cheng and Ms. Yan He, two Visiting Scholars from
CIT, demonstrated how to make art crafts by using some knitting wool and a key ring.
They explained the procedures carefully step by step. All the teachers were engaged in
making the crafts and were very happy to learn new skills in making the Chinese crafts

for their classes.

Towards the end of the forum, Dr. Rui Feng and Dr. Iris Xu awarded the certificates
of “Chinese Teacher Professional Development” to all the teachers. They expressed
their sincere gratitude to these teachers for their great contribution to Chinese language

teaching and research.

This was the 10" Chinese Language Forum jointly organized by the Confucius
Institute at Troy University and Alabama Chinese Language Teachers Association. CIT
has been paying attention to Chinese language teachers’ development since its
foundation, which contributed to the profound spreading and promotion of Chinese

language teaching and Chinese cultural sharing in Alabama and the southeast part of



the United States.
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