TROY-STAR 2020 Chinese Language Teacher Online Summer Training Program

Opening Ceremony and First Class

On June 27", more than 80 Chinese language teachers from eight states (AL,
CA, GA, LA, MA, NC, NJ, OH) and one province (SK, Canada) participated in the

TROY-STAR Chinese Language Teacher Online Training Program at Troy University.

The conference started at 9:00 a.m. Dr. Rui Feng, Director of the TROY-STAR
Program, distinguished Professor of the College of Education, hosted the opening
ceremony. Dr. Feng made a brief introduction to the program in its 11" year. Due to
COVID-19, the TROY-STAR program transitioned to an online program. Dr. Lance
Tatum, Senior Vice Chancellor of Troy University delivered a recorded welcome
speech. John Qiang Chen, winner of the Yale University Educator Award in 2019 is
the Instructional Lead of the TROY-STAR Program. He introduced the main lecturers
and his team members for this seminar. Dr. Li Fang, coordinator of the TROY-STAR
program, explained some points to pay attention to during this online training. Ms.
Xixi Mao, who had participated in teacher training sessions twice previously shared
her experience of participating in this program. Afterward, all teachers watched a

video of the 2019 TROY-STAR highlights and they were deeply inspired.

After the opening ceremony, Mr. Chen delivered a lecture on how to design a
vivid and interesting Chinese class for online teaching. Mr. Chen, who has been
teaching six levels of Chinese language at Enloe High school, shared how to make the
best use of the online teaching platform and software packages, as well as the proper
use of textbooks and online resources to make an effective class, from writing an

outline to making a learning plan.

At 2:00 p.m., teachers of Mr. Chen’s team, Fujun Li, Yu Ma, Zhelin Dang and
Wenjuan Cheng, who are currently researching and teaching at the Confucius Institute
at Troy University, shared their own online course teaching experience as examples
and introduced implementation of online courses in primary school, high school and

university respectively.
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