TROY-STAR 2020 Chinese Language Teacher Online Summer Training Program

Day 3 of Classes: What are the Challenges of Chinese teaching in American primary
Schools?

On June 29", 2020, Ms. Athena Chang, a Chinese teacher from Indian Springs
School in Birmingham, Alabama, gave a professional lecture entitled What are the
Challenges of Chinese teaching in American primary Schools? Ms. Athena Chang has
worked closely with the Confucius Institute at Troy University for many years to make
efforts for the development of Chinese language education and Chinese culture sharing in
Alabama.

First, Ms. Chang explained the topic of the lecture from the perspective of
American primary school teaching philosophy with a background of cultural differences
between China and US. Then, she shared with the trainees her teaching experience over
the years through pictures and videos. During the whole six hours in the morning and
afternoon, the trainees were always full of interest. While listening to the lectures, they
kept asking questions and collaborating with Ms. Chang.

In addition to intense study, during the lunch break, the trainees also appreciated
the highlights of TROY-STAR Summer Camp at Troy University’s campus last summer.
After watching, the trainees all expressed their special expectation for this project after
the pandemic.
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