TROY-STAR 2020 Chinese Language Teacher Online Summer Training Program

Day 4 of Classes: Language Learning and Multiplicity

On June 30th 2020, Dr. Rui Feng, one of the Directors of the TROY-STAR
Program, distinguished Professor of the College of Education, gave teacher
participants two lectures, titled Language of Your Choice: L1, L2, and Bi-?, and
Culture or Cultures: Thinking in One or Both?, respectively.

In the morning, Dr. Feng first explained the relationship between second
language acquisition and translation, interlanguage, errors, efficiency, and
cultures. Then Dr. Feng further explained the key point to learn a second
language by illustrating and explaining a formula he created. He concluded that,
if a second language learner can speak an alphabetic language fluently, that
means he or she has also similar or identical ability of listening and
understanding, reading and understanding, and writing at the level of his or her
speaking. From his lecture we understood that it is very important to balance the
mother language and the target language, when we learn a second language we
should try to weaken the influence from the mother language in order to learn
the second language well. In the afternoon, Dr. Feng first answered questions
raised for his morning lecture, then he started his second lecture and mainly
talked about what culture is and strategies of cultural studies. More than 80
participants listened very attentively.

After Dr. Feng's lecture, Dr. Rui Zhang, a Visiting Scholar in journalism at Troy
University, shared her input in How to Apply for and Create WeChat Official
Accounts. Dr. Zhang showed the steps of the application and created the official
account through a slide presentation and led participants to create their own
official account. In the end of her demonstration, she answered related questions.
Participants said that TROY-STAR program is very beneficial, and they gained both
academic knowledge and practical skills.
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