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The District consists of 15 Counties …

15



… and 95 Cities

95



5.9 million people in the Metropolitan Statistical Area

5.9M



Stone Mountain Reflected
Courtesy: Becki Baker



Cascade Springs Nature Reserve
Courtesy: William Ponder



98% of Our Water is Supplied through Surface Water Sources

98



~80% of our Water Supply is from 
Corps Reservoirs and Related Rivers

80



Allatoona Dam
Courtesy: Stephen Weiss



Average Annual Rainfall in Metropolitan Atlanta is 50”

50



Averages can be Misleading

Major Drought

Average Annual Rainfall = 50 inches

Major Drought Major Drought Drought

Annual Rainfall



Regional Water Resources Plan

➤Water Supply & Water 
Conservation

➤Wastewater and Septic 
Management

➤ Stormwater Management and 
Watershed Protection



Regional Water Resources Plans

Metro Water District 
develops regional plans

Local governments 
responsible for 

implementing plans

Georgia EPD approves 
plans and enforces 

implementation via permits

Presenter
Presentation Notes




A Few Plan Action Items
➤ Integrated 1: Coordinated Action

➤ Integrated 14: Encourage the Return of Highly Treated 
Wastewater to the Chattahoochee and Flint 

➤ Water Supply/Conservation 6: Toilet Replacement Program

➤ Water Supply/Conservation 10: Outdoor Water Requirements 
for Large Landscapes

➤ Water Supply/Conservation 15: Water Loss Control and 
Reduction

➤ Wastewater 6: Capacity Certification Program

➤ Watershed 1: Post-development Stormwater Management

➤ Watershed 7: Promoting a Green Infrastructure Approach

➤ Public Education 1: Local Public Education Programs



• Pre-audit meetings
• Blue Book Training
• Sports Turf 

Management 
Training

• Social Media for 
Utilities Workshop

• Septic Systems for 
Realtors Training 

• Stormwater 
Realtor Training

• ENERGY STAR 
Portfolio Manager 
Workshop

• Coming soon –
Resiliency 
workshop

Technical Assistance Program





Two Regional Campaigns





Support for Local Programs of Partner 
Utilities 





General Education and Statewide 
Partnerships

• Participated in Council for Quality Growth’s state of the 
county addresses throughout the region

• Enhancing Georgia’s educational curriculum standards to 
include more specifics about Georgia’s water resources

• Participating in IGEL/Mott Foundation Water Education 
Project

• Partnered with Flint River Soil and Water Conservation 
District on Governor Kemp Declared Smart Irrigation 
Month in Georgia



Sarah Skinner
Education & Public Awareness

sskinner@atlantaregional.org

470-378-1627 

@northgawater
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