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Setting

The play takes place in the homes, fields, and public gathering places of 
the mythical southern Indiana town of Zion, population forty, a small and 
rural community with a few houses and farms along the river. 
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Upcoming Events

November 16–17, 2023	 Page to Stage
January 18–21, 2024	 Heathers
February 15–25, 2024	 Chaos
March 21–24, 2024	 Dog Sees God
April 18–28, 2024	 Into the Woods

Scholarship & Audition Dates 
November 11, 2023
February 24, 2024

March 23, 2024

Director’s Notes

	 The Diviners is a magical folktale about the inevitability of the mystical  
forces of nature. 
	 Jim Leonard Jr.’s play examines the complexities of humanity’s relationship 
to the animating forces of the universe through outwardly simple characters.  
The effect of the inexorable movement of these forces on individuals is of little 
consequence. Ultimately, what we want does not matter.   
	 The playwright seems to be telling us that our human desire to interfere with 
nature’s inevitability often only complicates or delays a natural process.  Children 
will grow up.  Life will flow into death.  Rivers will flow.  (Even when a river is 
dammed, the energy generated by the flow must be released in some way.  The 
movement of the river may change drastically, but it does not stop.) 
	 Basil, one of the play’s simple yet wise characters, says, “Sometimes things 
happen – there’s no way to stop ‘em or change ‘em, nothing better for trying.  If 
a boy knows the weather, you call it a blessin’.  It’s a blessin’.” 
	 So, I ask you to think of The Diviners as an expedition, forward movement 
into the unknown.  It begins on a moonlit night, a slow progress on a river that 
clefts a thick forest.  The forest is dense and teeming with interesting life.  The 
water on which you travel carries many mysteries within it.  On this journey, there 
are important opportunities to observe the onward movement of the life force.  
There is no definite destination that will end the journey. 
	 The time you spend in the theatre with The Diviners may end, but I hope the 
ideas and questions it generates will endure.  As Einstein said, “Energy cannot 
be created or destroyed, it can only be changed from one  
form to another.” 
	 The forces of life must and will continue whether we want them to or not.  
When the outcomes do not align with our wishes, we mourn.  When they 
happen to coincide with our desires …

“It’s a blessin’.”

- Quinton Cockrell
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The Tropolitan

The Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival, part of the Rubenstein Arts Access Program, 
is generously funded by David M. Rubenstein. Special thanks to The Harold and Mimi Steinberg 
Charitable Trust for supporting the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts’ Kennedy Center 
American College Theater Festival. Additional support is provided by The Honorable Stuart Bernstein 
and Wilma E. Bernstein; and the Dr. Gerald and Paula McNichols Foundation. Kennedy Center 
education and related artistic programming is made possible through the generosity of the National 
Committee for the Performing Arts. This production is entered in the Kennedy Center American College 
Theater Festival (KCACTF). The aims of this national theater education program are to identify and 
promote quality in college-level theater production. To this end, each production entered is eligible 
for a response by a regional KCACTF representative, and selected students and faculty are invited 
to participate in KCACTF programs involving scholarships, internships, grants and awards for actors, 
directors, dramaturgs, playwrights, designers, stage managers and critics at both the regional and 
national levels. Productions entered on the Participating level are eligible for invitation to the KCACTF 
regional festival and may also be considered for national awards recognizing outstanding achievement 
in production, design, direction and performance. Last year more than 1,500 productions were entered 
in the KCACTF involving more than 200,000 students nationwide. By entering this production, our 
theater department is sharing in the KCACTF goals to recognize, reward, and celebrate the exemplary 
work produced in college and university theaters across the nation.

The Diviners is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals on behalf of 
Samuel French, Inc. www.concordtheatricals.com


