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TURN OF THE CENTURY SHARE
CROPPING IN PIKE COUNTY

(Interview with a "Merchant
Farmer" Recorded by
Mrs, Margaret Farmer)
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Alonig about the turu of the century; I gueses it must have

been, there was a business in this country that was at its pecai.

-

2
It was the faruing business. Thbsfarming business was rbased, I
guess you would call it, on the share cropping system. In other

words, a man who was a farmer, a share cropper, worked the Ccrop

for a share in it. Sometimes he worked for a half of the crop,
sometimes his share was threc-fourths of the crop. A share cropper

was usually a man with a strong back and I won't say a weak miad,

but an undeveloped mind. Asfa general rule he was uneducated,

very illiterate - many of them could neither read nor write, aud

¢

their method of living was very crude and very primitive. Thelr
knowledge of farming was handed down to them through the genzrestions

from father to son and it was the only business that they knoew.

They pursued that business as a means ofmaking a living, not making

money. -
3 Q@

Now, along with the share cropping business, there was a

[a

t
man eﬁat was known as the advancing man, or the furnishing man,

usually the landlord, and he was a man of, usually, more than

b i L~




average intelligence and, ordinarily, more or less cducatedc. Ls

had to be because he had to keep a =gk certain amount of records

Yol
b
due to the number of people he dealt with. wow o farm or a crop

GT}' 4 V.;

at that time was considered to be forty acres, half of it in

cotton and half of it in corn. That was before th& day of the

\
peanut as a commercial crop. This ahar%cropper would work this

crop and the furnishing man would furnish him the seed, the

fertilizer, and food while he was working the crop. Usually on

first Saturday of each month, from,we'll say January, until

e

N\ ¢/

July or August, the first Saturday was known as draw day. That's

when the share cropper would come to the advancing man to get his

"draw". His draw was the amount of merchandise ~ food, clothing,

that he could have for that mofunth. It was a month to month proposi-

tion. The advancing man usually was a merchant. He was sometimes

called a merchant farmer. He usually had a store and in this store

kR
was everything that a man would need. There wee all forms of rood

bt o —
that was common at that time, mostly lard, flour, meal, meat, sugar,

salt, pepper, and alwuys plonty of snufftd“)%gbacco. The shaire



(OS]

cropper would come in and get his moanthly draw aand the furnishing

man was not very frece to put out mouney but he would let him have

enough food and the necessities, cloth to make clothes - shirts

and so forth - for that month. Then at the end of the month came ,

another first Saturday and another draw day. So it'went on

while the share cropper was working the crop.

Now, there were feveral differeht ways in this territory

that you could work a crop. Sometimes it was called "working on
&. “Eoe halves," sometimes "working %ﬂazge fourth." On halves there

were usually two»s&stems. The landlord, or the furnishing man,

4L\va

someti mes would furnish,the seed, and the fertilizer and get half

4

the crop. The share cropper furnished the mules, the necessary

plow tools, and did the work. Usually the mule was sold to him

on credit by the furnishing man, the landlord. Another method

~

+ ‘Hti "1-"41’ _“,\-""l' ,'Z,t)\r
was that the landlord would furnish’half the £ssd, half the seed,

tbe tools, and the mule®f The share cropper would do the work,

: g€(t7/vf’/
' furnish half the Seed, half the seed, and get half the crop. Then

there was the method called the fourth. The landlord, or the

furnishing man, we'll call him (I keep saying landlord, he's
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not always the owner of thé&and, sometimes he rented the laund,
but usually he owned a good bit of land. Sometimes he rented other
farms and would put a share cropper on the farm. IHe would rent

- 3
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the farm for cash rent!/+e—the—tanmdtord and would put his share
cropper there and furuish the sharebropper and take:a chance on
making enough out of his share of the cropX to pay the rent and
have some money left.) The fourth, - the landlord furnished the
land, a fourth of the seed and a fourth of the fertilizer. The
ghare cropper furnished the work, the toéls, the stock, three-
‘fourths of the seed, thfee-fourths of the fertilizer, and got

three=fourths of the crop for his part.

Then there was that very seldom man who was able to rent

o LRI

for standing rent. Standing rent was & cash rent. He was usually

i

a man who had his own mulez his own feed, and was able to furnish
himsglf?rip pther words, he had enough money to get by with his food
and his“clothing and so forth, to make the crop. Then, at the end
of the year he paid the landlord cash money for his rent. They
werefvery few fack in the old days.

This business of shar%cropping was a development &, you might
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Tbe man, the share cropper, zmuxmighk usually,

say, among the people.
4
‘.“," F IR
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xayx didn't have, you might say, anything but a strong back, a willing

The whole family worked in the

mind, and a house full of children.

crop during the spring and esarly summer when there was plowing and
hoeing to be done = they all went to the to the fielﬁ, nen, women,

children and all. The babies were placed under a shade frece sonewhere

They tended the babies

and the next in line were the babysitters.
Always there was a

while the rest of the family worked the crop.

water jug and, before the day of the jug there was a gourd, a big

D

gourd filled with water that was taken to the field if there waan't
Food

a spring handy, or a branch. That was the water for the day.

\_.,_ - —
was sometimes prepared and carried along, sometimes it was just passed
The

up until the whole crowd got back to the house that night.
working day was from daylight, or a little before, until dark, or a
little after, and the working week was the whole week excepting

Sunday. Usually Saturday afternoon was free time, and Sunday. There
Sometimes@they would have

weren't many churches around to go to.
Sometimes they would have a

Sunday School at somebody's house.

monthly meeting at the church in the community,
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The share cropper was a man who was possessed, most of them,
with a sense of humor. They were childrean of the soil, and of
nature . Their lives were governed by the weather, by nature. They
would laugh about hardships because there was nothing else to do
about them except laugh. If it rained the crop out, then it {f” 4
rained the crop out and the advancing man didn't get his money back
that fall, so, come spring, start another crop. Rgfe}y ever did
the share cropper keep very much money if he made any. They

were pretty much like children. They could see so many things

that they never XKX had that they wanted that fas soon as they

—

got hold of a little money they went to%&QZigéa. They bought what

they saw first to please them and when the money was gone, then they
went home with whatever they had. This system lasted on until the
era, you might say, the entry, of the tractor. The share cropper,
the share cropping business, was strictly mule power and man power.

The furnishing man was Bhe boss, pure and simple, absolute.

e e e e e e e

He

settled all arguments. His word was th%law. Anything that he said,

there was no question about it, that was it. If there was any

difference in a community, or any difference among the people,
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anong the shared croppers, it was settled by the man. He was

frequentiy called just "The Man". He was the furnishing man, the

aévancing man. If there was a fight, it was settled. If there

was a death, the furnishing man buried whoever died. He furnished,

usually, the funeral expenses, casket, and so forth, which was

charged to the next in line. Usually, if a man who was head

" of a share cropping household passed away during the time of the

crop, the next in line, if they were old enough, if there were
any of the children who were old enough, finished up the crop. If

not, then sometimes they would have relatives who would come and

l

help finish the crop. Sometimes, if they had no relatives to come

and help them, then they would have to move and go and live with

some relative somewhere who would give them a shack to live in and

a little something to eat. 1In that case, The Man had to do the best

he could about getting his crop finished up aund gathered.
Then there was lay-by time. Lay-by time was when the crop

wax had grown to a size where you couldn't work it any more without

doing it more damage than was doing it good, so it was considered

to be "laid by" until it was matured, then it was gathered. Now,
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lasy by time The Man usually came and passed the word around
smong all his people for a certain nunber of the men to come with
axes, saws, and so forth if they had them, if they didn't he would
furnish them, and that was the time when the cribs were patched
and the barns and the house. That was the time of Qdéjjobs. Thon;
that didn't last too long, for during the summer there was wood to
be pilea for ﬁbe winter, at the house, - you had to have wood for
everything for the only way to heat was with wood fires, the only
way to cook was with a wood fire - there'was no electricity, there
was no gas. whatllittle bit of light they had was from a kerosene
lamp, if they had a lamp. Sometimes they had lanterns, sometimes
candles. There was one time a map who was passing out through one
of these share cropping areas and it was almost dark and he had
trouble and he went to a house and he asked th%man if he could
borrow his flashlight. The man said, "I have no flashlight."
The stranger said, "Well, could I borrow your lantern?"

IEXRXEXHIXX "Haven't got a lantern.”

"Lamp?"

"No lamﬁ_'."
2

ki



"yoll, what do you do when it gets dark?"
"Go to bed."
And that was just about the way of it. At about good dark everybody

W e ;'+’

was—gone to bed and about good daylight or a little before daylight,

everybody was up. They had to get up early to feed the wmule while
the womenfolks got breaklast and about good light ecverybody ate
breakfast and by the time it was light enough to see the whole

works were in the field. By sun-up the work was well under way.

It was a hard life but it filled the gap in this area down in hnere

and, I imagine, most of the South, because if it hadn't been for

!

the share cropper there just wasn't any other labor that could be

had to amount to anything to work the farmlands in this area.

There were a few people who worked as wage hands. These were just

hands working for a set wage.l He got so much money at the end of

the month and that was all thaé he had. He didn't have any share

in the crop at all, it didn't make any difference if it w;re a good
i

crop or bumper or what not, he still just got his wages.

Tge furnishing man, as I said, was usually also a merchaut.

He usually had a store and his fertilizer was usually kept in a
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wgrghoggg or barn. It was mnsxaliy shipped in by rail, ordinarily.
If his store wasn't anywhere close to a rail then it was hsuled
by wagons from the railhead to the warehouse. Then, as each man
cane, after Christmas and began to get his draw, ceverytime he came
iﬁ he would haul back a certain amount of fertilizer in his wagon.
The roads were nothing but trails, wmost of them. Some of them
were maintained by the county, some of them weren'tlmaintained at
all, they were jgst wagon ruts througn the Woods and f%?qu. The
houses were, according to standards of this day and time, they
weren't even a good shggk. They were just strictly‘shacks. Screen

wire was a luxury. In the winter you closed all the doors and 2all

the windows and built up a big fire, if the weather was resl cold.

e i

If not, then you ﬂuilt up a big fire in the fireplace and left
B Saccigias I Srrrrviyy

R
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;ed to leave, open, door, window, what not. You
¥ i - yie = : .

whatever you wa

wore as many cid%pes as you had to keep you as warm as you could

s - }

in the winter.irﬁ the summer time you wore just as few as possible

N e AT S5

-

;
so they wouldatt be in your way when you were working. Ovsralls and

»
either a denim shirt or a shirt made out of a fertilizer sack - oh,

? ;
by the why, fertilizer at that tiwe was referred to as guano, and
{ :
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it was put up in two huudrcd pound bsjzs, a rough cotton cloth bLa,,
and the bag was usually socuethkng in the form of a J?ﬁ}gglbft.
or heavy sheeting. Soue of the shirts werc aade of blue denim,

some of them were inade fron these sacks, these fertilizer sacks.

T

Iverything was saved. nNothing was wasted. If there was a piece

e

I

p—

of plow or something that was broken, it wasn't discarded or thrown

away. It was laid aside, maybe to be used later in the repair of

e

some gther part.  The mule was the master of power. He dia

———— g —_—

everything. He plowed. He pulled the wagon. He was justia

to eat, and plenty of work to do, and water to drink. I don't lLvow
who had_?hgqbest end of the‘deal?>the ghare cropper or the 41};.
But anyway, let's get back to this furnishing nsu, this
advancing man, this merchant farmer, whatever you want to call hin.
He kept his books. Bach man's items that he took up on draw day,
that he got on draw day, were entered on his account, plus nis
had

part of the fertilizer, seed, feed, anything that he/used - if the

nnipxnazxxaidxknxhinxanxarat mules were sold to him on credit, taey

were charged to him, and if his plow tools were sold to him on
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credit, they were charged. So you can see tﬁat a share cropper,
il he was just starting out, if he atteupted to buy a pair of
mules, or even a mule, and a wagon, and a plow, and then his
food for himself and his fanmily, if he had to buy his ¥ wule

feed, - nis corn aud hls hay - when he got through with the

crop, when he got through waking his crop, he would have to nake

Ajrl\

a mighty good crop to pay his adebt, plus hls 1nterast “his goods

O

that he used - that's what they called hls run - plus bls run,

ST W s “

for the year. His "run" was anything tbat he took up or was

charged to him during the year plus the interest that The Man

rn

put on there. Interest was usually by the furnishing man -

-

the furnishing man that was an honest man - the share croopper's

8 B i K P 90

1nterest rate was usually around eight per cent. It was rarely cper

(s e ot S N S

under that and sometimes it was over. Sometlmes 8 the share cropper

s yo a0 e
. S e e S ——"

g g o e Ve,

was taken advantagc of by the furnishing man, but that was a case
I S Vot e Y A e s -

of personalities and localities. There was a time when the share
— e . ———_—_..

oropper would make a.crop and have a little money that was supposed

to come to him and the furnishing man would take'dubencll and figure

bim out of it. That was done,but not as a general rule. The:
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As & geaeral rule the [furuishing man, the advaacing man, the
aerchant farmer, was an honest man. He knew that he was taking a

long chance on these share croppers. He knew the chances that he

S

was taxing, so he generally wade arrangements to get around to esch

fellow's farm about once a week. Now if the advancing man didn't

o m—esiiin R e T — — e e e

have the time to stay in his store, and attend to his other affairs,

s

and still ride his farmns, he would sometimnes employ what was called

"g rider." This rider was more or less a forewan. He would go from

S

farm to farp,talk with the sharécroppers, see if they had any trouble

that needed to be straightened out, see if there was a sick mule

l

or if they needed a few more seecds, or maype an extra plow point -

that was his job, to go from farm to farm until he made the rounds

and generally it would take him a week or ten days to get around
4

-~

from place to place. Some df the farms were pretty well scattered.
Some of them were as much as twelve or fifteen miles apart. Now I
an told that in the delt; country, and in some of the other better
farming countries, thet the man's plantation was all in one body,

and that lt could afford to have his share croppers living closcr

together wnich made it .wuch easierﬂbn hin. Generally the advancing

¥
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There was usually a cane mill and s

yrup kettle. Mill to squeeze
cang ang kettle to cook.juice into syrup. Mill pulled by gule hig:;gg ggoTon
;ogtin eam - mule walking round and round in circle about 30 ft in iameterg
ettle would hold from 50 to 150 gallon juice, it looked .like huge <f;)

éon salad bowl

} 121 had a blacksaith shop to repair the tools. He usually had a
gin to gin the cotton. ILe usually had a gristmill to grina the

Caud

ccrn into meal, and it was more or less a cradle to the grave

‘proposition. The share cropper was a very - I don't know how to

i ———
r—

say 1t X - he didn't stay in oae.plgge tgé long. HNow there is

an exception to that rule, of course. Soms of them would stay on
one rfarm for years and years. Some of them would stay as much as
fifteen or twenty years, some of them even longer, but most of thea

| Q’ would move every few years. dvery few years tney would move. Part

SRSt s 2

of this was because they thought that if they stayed too long then

{

the advancing man would find out too much about how they operated
TR e A e it st SO

and they would ¥ get everything, and some of them thought that when

et e e A A 1

they paid The Man up, if they had made a good crop, and paid him up

—— sy

and had a little money, they might better take their little money

and get away before he got it. And then some of them just plain

L

wanted to move. I think that as a gensral rule that was the main

e e

thing that caused them to move, because frequently they would stay

with the same advancing man and they would go to him and say, "ir.

Sam, I want to move to such and such a farm. So and so is going



to move, and I want to wmove oa his farm."

"Well, why do you want to move over there?"

"I just want to move. I've been oun this one two or thres
years now and I want to get me a new one."

He liked to change a little bit once in a while. After he
learned every terrace and every rock, you might¥ say, every hard
place, eveey soft place on his farm, heX got tired of looking at
the same old fields over and over again, so he wanted to mﬁve.
So, gengra}}yfupf»g9g%§ }oad.gp a one-horse wagon i? op?'trip
aqgvmove. He Qidn'ﬁ have very much to move, somgtimeslg little

furniture and his X cooking tools and suchAasﬁthat.' Now, if he

were fortunate and had his muyle feed he would have to make maybe

and sometimes he had a pig. They would make a box out

two trips,

®

of some poles, and load the pig up, and the dogs (always there was

a dog), and the cat, nnﬁxkhnx#nmmiﬂxmnxn and everything, and they

<

would move maybe five, six, eight, ten miles to another farﬁ? And
s

the first thing that was done when they got there, the womenfolks
[

R iq - . A o/
got out, got the wasg pot out of the wagon, fired up, got ewsxy

v
K]

bit of lye soap, wen%&in the house, and proceeded to scour it. And
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cenerally toney scoured it from the ceiling down. A lot of times,
irf they could splash some water up on the ceiling, they would scour

it a 1little bit. It was just a shuck mop, and some sand, a little

bit of lye soap, and a lot of elbow grease, and when they .ovad

in the house it was scoured out, washéd out, and it was clean. IXKX)¥

The bedding that was used back then was a mattress, most of then

homemade, and most of them stuffed with linters @ from the gin -

that was a by-product of the cotton. Some of the lint was too

badly pulled to sell and they would make linters®@ out of

it and stuff the mattresses and pillows. Some of the mattresses

gl '
were f£4 d with shucks. If you want to sleep on something some

time, stuff your mattress with shucks and try it, especially when
= \b—t‘\Q 9\w
you've got a cold wind blowing up throué%“the Tloor and through the

R v m—————

walls and the windows and gverything else - that's sleeping!

R

Now, the advancing man. Usually, he was a man with enough

money to back up his crop and make his crop, or he had credit and

could get the necessary money for his use. The-advancing man

" or.dina_r:ily,it one who was really in the business, would run anywhere

from one hundred to two hundred plows, that is, in this area. We'll
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e just say a hundred plows. A hundred plows generally took & mini-

mum of fifty families for you very seldom found a family with over

two plows to the family - sometimes four if there were some pretty

~—

good sized children that stayed at home. A four horse farm Z

was a pretty good-sized farm. It cocnsisted generally of, - as

I said, a plow was considered to be forty acres an& a mule - if

you had four mulgs, you had one hundred and sixty acres, and you

k# had to start breaking that land just as soon after Christmas
9 as the weather would permit because you ﬁad to get it all broke

in time to plant it, and if the weather held R you up then you

had to work to get it in shape. Now the ng_gncing n’laAr‘l., to furnish

enough fertilizer, seed, what money the people used, and the

merchandise that they used, had to have a pretty good credit, as

e S M e i
"y

you can see, braﬁse that ‘m;any families took a pretty good in-

Y ou
& Y%
Y &

vestment. . i &I
il 3 L

Now as I said, this was a cradle to the grave proposition.
' {

If somebfdy got sick, they."ididn't go for the doctor, they went for

e
‘ The Man",." The Man got the doctor. And usually the advancing wman had

—en. o . - s — —

} -

a trade with some particular doctor@hat he used exclusively and, when
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one of his men would get sick he would go to dmExzmxardxxmix

S S0 and So's house, or if he had a telephone he might call hia,

and such
and tell him to go out to such/a farmer's house. Well, this doctor

7 'fj.; \‘f\ BA?

AT
usually knew where the croppers that were working, he usually

knew where they lived aand he knew about what he was going to run
into.If the roads were bad then the share cropper would meet him

with a mule and a wagon . The doctor would go as far as he could

on his conveyanceX.If it was& buggy or a saddle horse he would

go right on, if he had a Model T he would have to stop at the

i

R

“branch if the branch was up. If the creek was up he would have to

1

stop and get on the wagon with the cropper and go the rest of the

way on the wagon. XK

As I said, if gthere was a death in any of the xxRprErXix
i :
croppers' families, they didn't go for the undertaker, they went to

The Man. The Man got the necessary coffin and so forth and wmade

arrangements with the undertaker and the preacher came from where-

v > S

ever they could get him, and the man was duly buried. Most of the

T e

families hadAburying grounds at some church out in the country

and sometimes they would be living many miles Irom there but they
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nsually buried in a certain burying ground where their people had
been buried before them.

The social life of these share croppers - it was rather
simple but they had a good time. They would have Kiances at some=-
body's house, and there was usually someone ¥ in thé c amaunity
who could play a violin{ "fiddle," they called it, or a guitar,
"box" they called it, some of them a harmonica, called a "harp,"
and then there was a little tool called a Jew's harp. I dén't
know if it was X a jewharp or a juiceharp, but anyhow, it was

wUé»
called a jew's harp and it was one of the tools in making the —
music they danced to. The children usually were mafried of f at
an early age, and they usually married off because once a couple
was married they generall§ went to The Man, made arrangements for

i .
e
a mule, plow, toolg, and sJ’forth to start a crop of their own and

/
a family of their own. Thus, share cropp‘j&*Went from family to
family.
Now these people were, as a rule, they were a moral people.

They worked hard, and some of their ways were crude, and their

language was crude, due to no education, but on the whole they
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were a fairly, I would say above the average in their morality.
There wasn't too much immoral stuff that went on in the community.
Tt was frowned upon and if a man in the community who wasn't right,
it wasn't long until he was moved. They either went and complained
to The Man or else they made arrangements to have ghis man moved
in some other kind of way. Sometimes there would be a group of
them go to him and tell him that the best thing he could do was to

move .

I will touch very lightly on this very modern day thing they

_call integration. The share cropping system was not a segregated

i

system. There wére white share croppers and there were colored
share croppers. Many of thém lived as neighbors. There would be

a white family living on %GR farm and maybe a mile down the road,

or maybe two hundred yards, on the saume plantation, there would be

a family of colored people. Each family stayed in his own sphere,
you might say, of society. Ganerally tﬂey worked together. In the
fields they would help each other, and work in the fields, but still

they were white people and colored people. I heard one man, one time,

say that ne got on his wagon In the morning and he went and got &




X a load of colored people, and some white people, on his wagon,
and he would bring them to nis field, and they would work together
all day and they would & sit down, and drink water out of the sams
svring, and they would talk among themselves and laugh. But, when
the work was over, the white man went to his nut, the colored man
went to his hut, and that was the end of the social association.
So krkl there were both white share croppers and colored share
croppers.

The system lasted up until, I would say, up until the event
of the tractor, of machinery. Askthe mule went ouﬁ, the share
cropper went out. I don't know if it was good or baJ, but anyhow,
the small farms began to be ;onsolidated into larger farms so that
they could be worked with machinery, with trectors, so the share
croppers began to be replaced with machinery. The land that was
not good for machinery farming, for mechanized farming, was graduslly
put into something else, either timber farms or cattle, and the

share cropping business gradually played out. Today there is very

little of it that goes on in this area. There is some, but very

little. The cotton, which was the backbone of the share cropping
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system, it was the money crop @ - it was th%only crop that could
be counted on to bring in any money - thikorn was used to feed the
mules, to feed the pigs, to feed what few cows, to feed the people

themselves, ground into meal and made into corn bread - the cotton

Al

was the mainstay, it was the money crop, it was about the only thing

that you could get any money out of. Now the cotton seed. Back

at the earliest there was no market for the cotton seed. It was

taken back to the farm and used as fertilizer or, - of course

enough was saved for planting seed for another crop, and it was

either used for fertilizer or fed to the stock. The peanuts, as
When '

a money crop, came in later. /Peanuts first began to move into

this country there were just a few acres planted for the people to

ea;, parched, and for tne pigs to eat. Usually, each share croppiag

family raised enough hogs to make its meat for the coming year.

He had a smoke house, and he would kill hig hogs in the winter tias,

salt them down, take them out of the salt and hang thew up and

csaoke them and cure them out and usually would have enough meat

and enough K grease, hog lard, to last him through the coming crop.

Always he had what he called a "'tater patch," sweet potatoes. Thess
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'taters were hilled before frost, in other words, a 'tater hill

is a place where the potatoes were storedi, . HMHXIF XN AXLX KA mXAK
RXXLXANAHEX Usually, this was a circular pit, dug into the groun@ﬂ
about two feet deep, dug Xrg into well-drained soil, so that the
water wouldn't puddle. Then this pit was lined witﬁ pine straw,
fresh, clean pine straw, then the potatoes were dug out of the
ground and, usually, dried, air-dried, for a day or two, before
.they were put into the hill. They were put into the hill, oh, I
would say, three or four bushels to the hill, maybe five, different
size hills - they were put into this 'tater hill on top of this
clean pine straw and then they were covered with mo;e pine straw,
and, if a fellow could find him a few boards he would set them up
tepee fashion over his 'tater hill to keep out thg rain as much

as he could. If he didn't have any boarés, or h;xh if he was far

antuvd JaapwzagOMAjZ'

enoughAto get him some palmettos, he would cut palmetto leaves and
cover his 'tgter hill. I£ not, he covered his 'tater hill with pine

tops to hold out as much moisture and as much mmx water as he could.

He never put all of his 'taters in one hill. In the first place, he

would have to have too big a 'tater hill and in the second place,



if one 1ill spoiled, he didu't want all of his 'taters to spoil.

Then, next spring, he would go into his 'taterl hill and get out
enough stringy potatozs to make a bed - in other words these potatoes

were planted and then they were planted very thick, and as Bhe

potato vines came up they were called "draws," "'tater draws."

,'t,aff(i«(

So then he went to his hill, he got his 'tater draws, and BEizxk
he went and set him out another 'tater patch. He would poke these
draws down ¥Xinto the ready-prepared soil that he had plowed up

and raked up into rows, poke those d;awsl%own into it - a draw
' g B
o ANR lh@k“‘@ (7

was about two feet long,X it was kind of a vine looking thing -

i

he would poke it down into the ground with a stick, then one of
ot

the kids would come along and a little water on it to settle

the dirt around it, and if there was moisttire in the ground the

potatoes would go to growing and there was another 'tater patch

on the way. And xma& incidentally, I heard an old man say one

x\‘}

time, right after the Civil War if it hadn't been for parched corn

when
and bake 'taters this country would have starved to death mxkk the

got through
Yankees/getting everything that was laying loose that they could

baul off, tear up, burn, aud one thing and another. So the sweot
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potato has been with us, and has been a wmighty safe and stable item.

Then, the humor of these people. I heard a tale one time of
an old man, we'll call him Jim. He rau a cross-roads country store.
He could read a little bit and write very, very little, but he was.
a pretty good piney woods artist. He could draw. ﬁe kept his books
- if there was a man who came and bought an article and Jim couldn't
spell it, he would draw a picture of it. So there an old man namad
Buck who had a pretty good-sized share cropping operation and he
was furAishing his hands out of old man Jim's store. So that fall
he was settling up and 0ld Man Buck couldn't read at all and couldn't

write at all but he had a mind like AQuzz saw. It was sharp. He

didn't fofget anything. You'd be surprised at how those people®:

could remember, those who couldn't read and write. They:gzigggzca/,

1
i

%
evey forgot. So 0ld Man Jim was going through his books, calling

out the items that Buck had got, and they were slowly, both of themn,
adding the figures. He came to an item and he said, "Now here,
Buck, along about the time the hickories budded, that's the time it

was for here's a hickory bud that I drawed on the page right here,

Jou got a cheese."
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Buck said, "wmo. Didn't git no cheese. Ianever bought no
cheese. That's wrong, Jim. That's wrong."

Well, they had quite an argument. '"liere's the cheese,"
Jim said. "Look, I drawed the cheese. It was the time the hickorics
budded for here's a nickory bud. I know it's a hickory bud for here's
"a leaf I put on it. It's a hickory leaf, ain't it?"

"Yep, that's a hickory leaf."

"Well, that's a cheese."

"Nope. That ain't no cheese."

"well, doggone it, Buck, it it ain't a cheese, what is it?"

"Don't know, but I didn't &x get no cheese."

They argued a little while and finally FimxsaysyxiNmwxx@Bzkx

! 'ﬁf:'fl&»

Buck says, "Now, Jim, I know what it twas. It was a

‘tock but you forgot to draw the square hole in it."
So that's the way the thing went along. There were different
kinds of tales and sayings that developed among the people. For

instance, there was one saying that two of the croppers would be

talking and one of them would say, "I'll see yuh next draw day,

!
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the Lord willin' and the creek don't rise." So he went on home.
He meant that if he was alive and well and the creek wasun't too
for him

high/to get across to come to the store to get his monthly draw

they'd meet again and have another bull session.

¥
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? had a few milk cows. He usually had a pasture, and he

kept a few cows, a few milk cows. A young man wou}d come in, a
young share cropper, and he would say, "I want to get a milk cow.
The baby needs some milk." The advancing man would say, "All
right George (or Jim or whatever his name was). Go down to

Joe's house. I got some cows down there and get you a milk cow."
The sharecropper would go down there and pick him out a milk cow
and take her on home. It was an understanding that the advancing
man would loan this cow to thgmsharecropper. The share cropper
got the milk. The advancing man got the calf. The share cropper

would feed@the cow and raise the calf up until the advancing man

/Qﬁa¢& &%ﬂggxh/
got ready tosell the calf, and the ' would also 'tend



to bringing the cow back to the bull to get her bred for another
calf. It never occurred to him to own his own cow. If it did
occur to him he didn't want a cow. Anyway, he could always get a

cow. And that was the way the cow trade went. Sometimes Rhe

advanc ing man would loan a man a SOW. The man got the sow, -bredthAQ-
the sow, tended to her when she had pkakx pigs, and he got half the

pigs and the advancing man got half the pigs. Sometimes the pig

crop was shared in a different manner. . Usually the share cropper
happened to
had his own pigs, but if he/rem out of stock he could usually
borrow a sow from the advancing man and get half the pigs and he'd
take his half in female pigs so that he could raise some sows to
get back in the meat business again.
{

The houses, as I said, they weren't too good back then.
Some of them were better than others, but there was a lot of them
that wereajust nothing but shacks, usually made of wooden boards
on framing, with just as little framing used as possible. Some

of them didn't even have a ceiling in them, just had a roof on

them, but always a big fire place and a kitchen with a fld?so that

a stove could be used. Now that was after the day of the stove.
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Before ?hat, the cooking was done on a fireplace, but tne stove,
it didn't take it long to get lun, and nearly everybody had a
range stove; a wooden range stove. The wood was cut offRthe
landlord's land at no expense tq the share cropper other than
cuttingdit, and every share cropper had his cross c;t saw and an
axe or two, his wedges to split the logs were made of persimmon
or dogwood and his maul was made of hickory. The ﬁaul was a big

wooden hammer-like arrangement that was used to drive in the

wedges to split the logs, and some of the prettiest tiwmber that
I

every grew in thisAgguntry was worked up into firewood by the

share croppers. They would always pick out a clean, straight-
grained tree because it would.split easy, unless, tnat is, fThe

Man came along and designated the tree himself, which be frequently
did ;o keep them from cutting up his best trees. However, at that
time, it was before the day of the timber boom and timber wasn't
worth a whole lot.

Now, speaking of timber gets around to clearing up land.

This country was originally piney woods, most of it, and some of



9

the land was, naturally, better than others, some of it wasu't so

good, but the advancing man would have a streak of timber that was

on some good land and he would want to get the timber off so he

could farm the land, so he would have what was called a "log rolling."
He would get all of his people, all of his men, and Le would go all over
the community, and he would invite his friends and his neighbors

to bring all of their men and have a log rolling. A log rqlling

was the cutting down of the big virgin timber, rolling the logs

up into piles, piling the tops on top of the piles of logs, setting

them afire and burning them. Thefe is no telling hoﬁrmany million
feet of virgin pine timber was burned in this countr; at those

log rollings. It was a big affair, a big eating. The man whose
land they were having the log rolling on, he had plenty .of food to
feed‘th%,whole crowd and usually some other refreshments that went
along with it. Some times there would be several hundred people at

a log rolling, cutting down trees, trimming them up, rolling the

logs up into piles, piling the tops on them, and burning them up.

T het Preee of

Fa—+hat—oase—the land, then, was cleared of trees, but the stuaps were

still there. There wasn't any such thing as getting rid mgx of all
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the stumps so they just ignored the stumps and plowed around tuem.
If a man was plowing along with his wmule, and the wnule came to a
stump, he sidestepped the stump, the plow sideswiped the stump,
and the man sidestepped the stump, so the row had a slight bend

in it around the stump, but they went right on and ﬁorked in

G(&&ua“
and out among the stumps. Praeticilig all of the stumps would

rot away excepting the Rax heart pine and they were just there

and they-were—mmst—+here until the era of the bulldozer. Some-

10 o \V
times they would dig around them and dig down six—ew—eight inches

around them under the surface and cut them off down under the

i

ground and get them out of the way that way because®the ordinary

two-horse plow, even the breaking plow, didn't go too deep - a

*

foot or a foot and a half would opdinaniigfglear any plow that

t

wanted to come along; any mule-drawn plo‘ﬁ So, sometimes, they
would go to that trouble and cut the stumps off, but usually they
just plowed around them, and left them.

Now the communities that developed around this share cropping

system. As I said, the advanclng man was also usually a merchant
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and he was frequently a ginner and also a miller, and also a
blacksmith. He settled in & comaunity aund started his operation

.......

They would have a little money to spend. Then it wasn't long
Jﬁé%%ﬁi some of his neighbors who didn't have a stor; would come
and they would make arrangements to furnish - maybe they didn't
have a big enough operation to have a store so they would furnish
their skmp share croppers out of Mr. John's store. They would

g’ bring their corn to Mr. John's/Alill to get it ground into meal and
Mr. John would get a toll, a certain percentage of the corn, for
the work of his mill. He had a miller, a man who 'tended the mill,
and his neighbors would briné their wagons to be repaired, and plous,
and buggies and so forth to Mr. Joha's blacksmith shop. So, &
community developed, and it developed around this share cropping
system. Now where the share cropping system came from I don't know.
I hx never have heard of anybody who did know. I don't think it

‘ came from anywhere. I think 1t Jjust developed, it just grew. It

was just a system of doiug business that people could understand

back in those days and could afford, but you take a man and his




wife with nothing, wo money, no wuule, no wagon, no notaning sxcept
just themselves, and their haunds, they had to go and work with
somebody who would give them the tools to work with, and then

after the land was cropped down so that they had to 'have fertilizor,

441
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guano, they called it, spmebody had to get up some guano or ths

crop wouldn't make. So it just developed as a matter of course,

and these people who were share croppers - as I have said, sowe of
them were a high type people, they were mostly, as a whole, as a
large percentage they weren't educated but most of them were a fairly

good sort of people and it'was just a question of having the oppor-

tunity to do, and something to do with asBY means of msking a liviag.

’

s

And as I said a while ago, %k a share cropper wasn't in the businces

@
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for ¢ mone ;He was in the business for the bread and clothing

and shelter. @ood, shelter, and clothing, those were his iteus,

v
1

3
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and anything eafe was sort of a side line. Now some of the croppers
developed tﬁadég. Some of them would get to be pretty good carpent:zrs.

They would wipgle around, over a period of time, and maybe buy s
handsaw, or ma&bo Graudpaw would leave them a handsaw, or Paw would
®
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11d have had a handssw, and Paw was a carpenter and he taught

>l
upL /B

son John to be a carpenter, er uaybe son George dida't want to be
a carpenter and he wouldn't fool with carpoentering, but sou John

would learn to saw and to hamaer and to drive a nsil anda to hew a

piece of tiuber, and the use of the drawing knives, the foot adze,
Y
the broad axe - the tools that they used back in those days, old
twist auger - the tools that they used to build with - =mmixthis
yy
boy would learn from his father, and he had a trade, and when he

o wasn't working his crop usually the advancing man had work for hia

to do. The same wey with the blacksmith, it was a handed down

:

proposition, for the share cropper who was also a blacksmith had

a trade that usually would bring him some meat and bread when, iIf — —

either _
he hadn't had that trade he would/have had to depend on his 'tater

‘, - 9\ v W
patchzand‘his pig, hEx or he might get hungry, ¢ his old cow. So
o

the tfadei were handed down, uéually from father to son, but frou
y 4

-~

one man %o another, anyway, and they were trades that went right

along in keeping with the times. For instance, the broad axe. I

doubt if there is a broad axe to be bought in this country today.



It was an axe that was just like they said. It was¥a broad axe.

oh, the blade on the thing had an edge six or eight inches long,
ﬁﬂfyou might say it was six or eight inches wide. It had a short
neck and a big eye for a big handle, and usually the handle was
short, and uswedty the man who could haundle the bro;d axe, who could
use the broad axe, could take a pilece of timber, taie a tres, cut

it down, saw it down, he could take that bpoad axe and square that
tree up and make a sqaure of timber out of it, and some of them

were good enough with that broad axe to leave hardly Ex® any .aris
on that piece of timber. It would look as though it had been

trimmed down with the draw kunife. And then the old foot adze, whicn

b floes

~is still used quite a bit. Insiesd of doing so much sawing they
used the foot adze to shape the timber, and a man who could use

an adze -well, back i;"time, they were known as adzemen. They werc
good with an adze. They could trim out a piece of timber with an
adze and leave no markings on the timber, it would be perfectly
smooth, just like the broad axe man. 3o there were trades that

3‘ 3 g;gl‘ 2 7

developed along with the share cropping system that are just out,



es’ now. I don't know il you could find a man who could handlc a
broad axe, swimg a broad axe, I don't know if you could find oue
in this coqntry'or not. The same with the.old cow drivers, tue
0X drlvgr, the ox handler, thes ox man, the teanstér,'I gHess—you—
would call him. The logzing, the little bit that was done in the
days of the share cropper, the cammercial logging was done with
oxean and the wean who drove the oxen had a different language that
they talked. They talked with those - they called them "oows" -
they talksd to é:;uéows so that they would understand what they
would mean, and they could handle them, and move them about and
drive them through the woods by just talking to thém. It was a
gibberish that nobody could ynderstand except the man and the cows,

but they got th"évork done. KKEXKKAKXKNEKEX

& Wo\@‘g

g &
He usually worked for the advancing man. The cotton was

.

. picked in sacks and handled in baskets. The baskdts. were generally
)

made out of white oak, made of strips, interwoven, and were of
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different sizes, of course, but the cownon cotton basket was -
I don't know just how wmucn it would hold but it wss a pretty ;zood
sized basket, had a couple of handholds on the side and would hold
enough cotton for two ucn to pick up with ecase. The cotton was

o |
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picked, weighed on a s¥eelysewnd ? and handled in cotton

_ stidlvo ro . |
baskets. I'll get back to s¥eectIyards in a minute. ZRaxkmkx The

basket maker was a man who went ihho the woods, picked out his

timber, cut it down, brought it in to his home, to his house wherec
he lived, and usually under a shade tree, and in 1lay by time he

was making baskets for The Man, cotton baskets, and:he would rececive
a compensation for his baske?s. The timber was furnished by The lian,
the landlord, and the basket maker was péid a little bit for his

baskgts. Then there was thé handle maker. Hammer handles, axe

4 g "
handles, and‘saw handles, any other kind of handles. Sometimes the

-

basket makef was also the handle maker. Sometimes the handlépaker
was strictiy t?% handle maker. He didn't make amykhimg baskets,

he made handles. You would be surprised at the quality of mer-

chandise that these people would turn out with the kind of tools
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that they had to use. Thosc fellows who .ade handles could ake
axe handles, hamuer handles, sawg haundles, mauls, wedges, thney could
nake wost anything along that line and they could do it with very

few tools and turn out mighty good work and generally the advancing

man had a good stock of handles in his store.

/l AQ T
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was an implement used, generalyy, back in

The
those days, generally in the weighing of cottong. Of course, it
would weigh anything that you hung to it. It operated on the

principle. /
balance eyxksm. There was a set of hooks that hung the stilyard
up to anything you wanted to hang it to, & tree hxamzhx limb, a beam
on a wagon, or anything, and there was another set of hooks that you
hung your cotton sacks on, o; whatever you wanted to weigh. On the
end of Phe beam, the beam was graduated into weights, pounds, so many

#

‘ '5$*#4 ol .
notches to the pound. There was a s%ea%féré 1EGAQ,J » which was a

weight, and which you moved out on the end of that beam, and was
a counterbalance, and when it reached a counterbalance, when the
beam would balance with the weight that you hdd on it, either cotton

or corn or whatever you were weighing, then jou read on your beam

the number of pounds and you had your correct weight, .& That was
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called st%éhyard weight, and they were a fairly accurate means of

weighing. I haven't secn any st&%lyards for sale in a long time,

I don't know if they are still made or not. I km think that the

/

v
correct name, originally, was steelyard. It was later modified,

\
.

v £
or moderated, or degenerated into stillyard,. As I say, the

language that was spokeﬂ by the share cropper was a little bit
different from ordinary English. He could get up some things that
he was about the only one that could undérstand it.

Let me see, now. We've gone over the mercantile end of the
thing, the gin, the blacksmith shop, the grist mill, the funeral
expenses, the cows, and the hogs - now, the money. Money back then

was, you might say, in short supply. It was mighty high. It wasn't

plentiful like’ it is today. The advancing man knew that most of
; f ¢

§

the share cr;ppers were mightf childish. They were very much like
children; I won't say that tbey were childish, but they were

child-1like.X¥ In their mental capacities they were very much 1lik-
kids. If he happened to have some money in his pocket and he saw

some gadget of no worth that pleased him, he would buy it. Tomorr i



nover aid worry him very wnuch. In fact, it didn't worry him at all.
30 the advancing man, while the crop was being made, while the
cropper was getting his draw, the advancing man didn't believe
in putting out much cash money. He would let them have food
items, staple items, sunuff and tobacco, cloth, turpentine,
kerosene, stuff that he knew they had a use for, why that would
be included in the draw, but not much money. If a share cropper
got hold of any cash money from the advancing X man during draw
time he had to talk, ha(ﬂ,to put up a pretty good spiel. He had
to show the advancing man just where he needed thatlmoney and
what he was going to do with it, because he wouldn't turn loose

with very much money. Then ih the fall of the year, at settlement

time¥, if he paid his debt@ and had some money left out of his crop,
b

P ‘
then it was his money and he could do what he pleased with it and

v

most of them got rid of it just as fast as they could, just about

like it was going out of style. They would buy some of the

4 ‘g 2 8N AN_—~
doggondest gadgets that you ever saw, just aceordimp—es-it was

something that they happened to want, they would buy it, and I

reckon that most anybody that had as little as they dia to live
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on, and no luxuries at all, I reckon that when they saw a little
ufw“””“aja’

somethingAthat pleased them they would buy it. ZEHXXXENKX

Christmas time. Now at Christmas the share cropper usually
ndde his arrangewents before hristmas, a little before Christmas..
If he was going to move, he would move before Chriéémas. He went
to his new Man before Christmas. Then he would come in and want
some Christmas money, or some Christmas goods. Usually the
advancing man had apples, oranges, and candy, striped stick candy,
raisinsl\most of them in bulg&)and stuff like that, Christumas
stuff that he knew the share croppers would want so that when he
came in after Christmas money instead of getting money, he would
-2% a little bit of monmey bu; he would usually wind up by letting the
advancing man letting him have some Christmas stuff out of his
stock of merchandise. Then, és I said, the share cropper, you
rarely heard him say thét pe lived anywhere. He would say, "I
stay with‘Mr. George so and so," or, "I stay on Mr. so and so's
place." Rarely ever did he use the words, "I K live" at any

particular place unless he owned the land himself, and then he

would say, "I live" hﬂvsuch and such a community. The share cropper
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wnew that he was very temporary. He couldn't claim dee right to
say that he "lived" anywhere. He just "stayed". Of course,

he was just as apt to be gone the next year as he was to be there
o v b

eitner by his owa desire or maybe The lMan would wmove him out.

'
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uneducated. And the reason for that was because when he was a child

he should have been going to school but he had to stay out of school

to help his family make a crop. So his chances of ,education were

pretty slim. On the other hand, the advancing wman, usually, his

kids had a chance to go to school, and then if they got up with

a little age4é£ them and finished high school, and didn't want to go

i

to college, fhen they came on in the store or in the gin or at the
v

mill or at the blacksmith shop, or out on the farm, they started

learning the business from their father. The advancing man was a

pretty shrewd duck. He had to be. He had to be a ule trader and

he had to be a man trader. He had to be able to look at a mule

aad just about tell what the mule was worth, whether he would
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worlz or not, whether he was mean or not, whather he could z¥sn
be handled or not. And he had to be able to look at a share cropper
and be able to tell just about the sawme thing, because even though

a man was willing to work, and loved to work, and intended to work

his crops real good, along in the summertime when the days got long

and the hot weather got hot, the corn got up about head high and

kex he's trying to lay it by, he'd have a tendency then to4slack

off on his work, because as I've said before, they were child-like,

in
angdxtheir thinking tnd their emotions, and when the going got rough

they would have a tendency to slack off a little bit and the ad-
vancing man would have to know just exactly how to handle them to
get; them to go on and work. Some of them he would have to fuss at.

Some of them he would have to kid along. Some of them he would have

¥

to baby them a little bit. He used every psychological trick that

&
he knew on his men as well as his mules. Not only that, but he

!

had to be a pretty good merchant and he had to be a bookkeeper.

L e I‘(u_,{' 07,.-' L Y
they had, they still, moat of them, would know pretty close to

oW &
how much debt they were supposed to-+kmwow. They never asked a

He had to keep these fellows'records pretty straight because as
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question, they never questionsd The ian's prices on anything.

2

‘Fertilizer, seed, or auything in his store, they didn't question

the price, as long as it was going to be put on the books, as long

as they were getting it on credit, but, if he began to get their

accounts out of balance, if they were a little bit more than they

thought they should be, then they would question, and most of thenm

oo W

had a pretty good idea ef how much they were mm supposed to owe.
So the advancing man hhd to be a bookkeeper, or he had to have a

bookkeeper in his business. Most of them kept their own books.

.
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Then he had to be a pretty good blacksmith himself to know ¥ his

blacksmith was turning out the right kind of work or not. He had

to know a good basket when he saw it. He had to be able to figure

out how much corn was in a érib; xakEx it makes no difference what
b

the size of the crib was, d} the shape, I'd say, if the crib were
wlh e V

Square, @md most of them were reasonably Square ana easy to figure,

or a little big wop sided then he had to be a pretty good mathe-

&
matician. He had to be a pretty good timber cruiser. Ie had to

know, to be a pretty good agronomist. Ile had to kanow soils,

different soil tyﬁés, so that he would kunow whether to plant corn
p .
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l in this field or whether to plant cotton. IHe was a pretty shrewd
[ duck, any way you'd take it. He had to stay right on his tocs

% every minute. It was very easy for him to go broke. It happenzd

time and time again. It was a risky business, and a dangerous

business, because say that you have a huadred or a hundred and
fifty plows, and you make a bad crop. Your croppers go into debt
to you, and you, in turn, go into debt to somebody else. Well,
there's no insurance, no guarantee that the next crop won't be

':’ bad. I have seen as many as three and four, ®»kX one right behind

‘/ywa/)ﬂvg
the other. That broke uany a good man, 4 man who was trying to do

a good, straight, honest business. He couldn't stand the pressure.

4 And then, too, it was mighty easy for the advancing man, out of the

goodness of his heart, to let his croppers owe him too much money.
He had to know about what thnat man's crop was going to bring hia in
p .

the fall, and he k# had to hold that wan down, irregardless of winat

¢
he wanted, or what he needed. He had to hold him down to about what

his crop would pay or elsc he, the advancing uan, %eeh a chance on

losing his shirt. Sowe of the croppers would get everything that

they could get. They would think up s lot of things to ask for




that they rsally didn't intend, that they really didn't think thoy
were going to get, but they would ask for them, anyway, X just

like kids, knowing that they aren't going to get them, but thea, if
they do get them, why they Tigure they are that muc? ahead of the
game . Some of the shareX croppers thought along the same lines.

An advancing man had to be a pretty smooth boy and at times

he had to be pretty rough. He had to know when to say "wo,"

and whento put his foot down, and keep it dpwn. Of course,
sickness, and things X like that had to be reckoned with because
although the share croppers were gegerally a pretty.hardy bunch lLu}g
once in a while you could have siclness in the family and it would

cost a lot of money, as sickness does now.
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hard to understand, for instance, winter tiie .= From the rirst

V4
i
frost until the hickories bud. 'Time,\I navan't seen you since

Suckk was a yearlin'" or, "I haven't secn you since they burut the

77 AN
woods. I'll be thers, the Lord willing and the crecok don't rise."



Tnis explanation of the Dog Days was really a mockery. The old Dog Days began
, July 28th and ended thru Deptember 5th - a period of 40 days. Something to do
with the Dog Star. Usually the pressing spell of the year. The old saying if
the Bog Days came in wet it would be wet all the Dog Days and usually ruin
‘ a cotton crop - if they came in dry, then dry Dog Days & .good

\ tton crop
9) A\ 47 A\

Time again. Sun-up, quartering time. IHigh sun, quartering tiae,

'S

L9

|

% ,
f sun-down. Quartering time is mid-morning and wnid-alternoon.

) \
\ //\

Hight is moon-up. Midnight is moon-set. Dog days,-Croa the

2
last draw day to the first bale of seed. That mecans the first bale

| '
of cotton seed. The cotton seed in the fall of the year, the
part
share croppers'zkarr of the cotton seed was not put against his
debt, it was given to him to buy him some food with. "Slick
as an eel." "Straight as a string." "Crooked as a rail fence."
‘ B Distance, so many miles, "as the crow flies." Anything in
clear weather, "clear as a bell," or "clear as a frosty morning."

Distance, "A right smart piece and not so far either."

Suppose he was doing his own riding, and he went out to
George Jones' farm. We'll say that the advancing man is a man
named Mr. Lewis. So he gets there, and he says: -

W

"Hello¥ George."



"Howdy, lMr. Lewis."
"How's everything going?"
Orl)r/»; 05'
"Well, it's going pretty well, I reckon.X Hey, Mr. Lewis,
I want you ¢to come over here and look at this o0ld house. The
chimney is about to fall loose from it some sort of way. Looks
like it's sunk down over there on one gide."
S0, they go over there and they look at the chimney. The
v/'jr"‘ JJ
chimney is p léb away from the house and cracked down the middlc.
So, Mr. Lewis has got to be able to figure out something to do for
- the chimney. He he will tell George,"All right, George at lay
by time we'll make us up some mud and get us up some rocks and we'll
get us a pole and we'll push the old chimney back to the house.
i l_/
wlh, f A vy
Now in the meantime, you get you some clay4and dab them cracks with
it until we get this crop laid by and then we'll fix it."
"Yassuh. All right,. Now ifr. Lewis, ny old mule looks
like he got the thrash. I want you to come look at his foot and
see what you think, sce if he don't need some linament."

So r. Lewis has got to go look at the wmule's foot and seo

whﬂt's the matter with it. Maybe it's thrash and maybe it's something
/
Cie0 4



Anyway, he's got to diagnose the alluent, make a little note,
and the next time he comes out to George's place he'll bring him
some mule linament.
Then, "Mr. Lewis, I want to get me some poles, and make
me a pig pen out of, I want to get thewm out of that branch xhaxe head
right down there by the spring."
"All right, George, get your poles and make your pig pen

now but don't waste no time out of your cfop fobling with them

pigs. This grass is growin'."

"Nawsuh. I ain't gonna do that. I'm gonna do that Saturday

evenin!'."

ot

"All right. well, I believe tnat I'll get on, George. You

°

about got everything going along. Where is that oldest boy of yours?"
"He ain't here today. He had to go the cross roads over there

to see about something. I think he's got a girl friend over there."

"Uhyhuh. So he's goin' a-courtin'. He ought to be plowin'."
"Nawsuh, he said he wasn't courtin'. He's just goin' over
there to see and he'll be back about sundown. He'll be here all

right. He's going to plow."



"Well, you Rgit him on beck here now and in this cCrop.
We gotta gx'git this grass outta here. We can't mffmrd fool
ground. If it goes to rainin' this stuff will outgrow you and
you'll have the biggest mess you ever saw."

"Yassuh, I know that is the truth."

I:)'Tfl!‘(_’
"Now looka here, George, what sbout that pssture up there.
y b

What : g

¥Wxhk are you going to do® You haven't plowed it up yet?!

"I'm saving that, Mr. Lewis, to plant me some late peas
on if it's all right. That's the reason I didn't plant nothing
on it."

"Well, that's all right. You got some seed peas?"

"Yassuh, I got some hung up in a sack up there in the crib
if the rats ain't e;% 'em."

"If the rats ain't ees 'em! What do you mean if the rats
ain't eet 'em. You'd better have some seed peas if you intend to
plant any."

"Oh, I got some. If I ain't, Willie over there across the

branch, he's got some, he'd let me have some."



so Mr. Lewis leaves George. George was one of the kind that usually saved up a
lot of complaints to "dump" on Mr. Lewis whenever he had the opportunity,
thinking, maybe, it would cause Mr. Lewis not to notice the terrace that hadn't
been plowed or the fact that the oldest boy wasn't on hand. Mr. Lewis had to

be sharp.
53

w0 Mr. Lewis goes on to another farm - -

N w§ v
He stops there and he says, "Good evenin', Bernum.'

"Good evenin', Mr. Lewis."

"How's everything going?"

"Wwell, looks like we're gettin' along pretty good. We
got everything pretty well shaped up. It seems that we're pretty
well ahead of the grass. The crop's fairly clean. I didn't get
up too good a stand down there on that low field. ] wish you'd wali
down here with me and look at it. It looks like those seeds didn't
come up or something. I don't know . . .

Well, they go down there and they look at the broken stand,
maybe it's cotton - well, it would be cotton, because nobody paid too
much attention to a broken stand of corn.

"Now Mr. Lewis, you reckon I got enough cotton to go with

there, or you reckon I'd better plow it up and plant it over."

"Well, don't you reckon you got about a half a stand?"



=
I figure

"Yessuh, /by the time I get throush hoeingz and get 1t sided
up I believe I'1ll have as much as half a stand."

"Well, let's go with that. I'd rather risk half a stand
now than to plow it up this late and plant it over.X® What do you,
think about it?%" |

"I believe I'd rather risk it too, Mr. Lewis. And another
thing, if you don't mind, next time you come by I need a few nails.

sort-of
I need to/patch up my crib. It looks like the planks are comin'
off of the back side of it, but I've got some old boards layin!
around here and I can cut me some poles to *my in there and nail
'em to it."

"Well, all right. I'il bring you some nails. Iskhere anything‘
else you need?"

"Nosuh. I reggon that's about all."

"Well, I'll get along up the road. I'll see you again
later."

Now there's two different types right there. You got one

fellow who's got this and that and the other the matter, and the

other one i3 a pretty level-headed sort of man and his stuff goes



~along. The only thing that was worrying him, particularly, was
that broken stand of cotton, which would worry anybody, but after

he got the advancing man's o.k. on it he was willing to go ahead

4
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and work the broken stand as hard as he would have worked a good
stand. He was a different type man.

And then we go on up the road further and we come to one
that is different to either one of those two. The advancing man
stops and nobody's in sight. Well, he knows they are all in the field.
He listens and he hears them singing and laughing. He goes down
in the field.

"Hello, Buck."

"Hi, MP. Lewis. How's reverything going with you?"

"ﬁell, it's goin' pretty good, I reckon. How's it by you?"

"Oh, we got th&s thing by the taill on a downhill drag. I
tell you now. Me and;the boys have beeﬁ laying with it. We been
gittin' it)ever time a piece of grass pops its head up we cut it
off wit?ga hoe or plow it up with a plow. We're gonna git it

#

"o
enayhow. I ® tell you right now, if the rain'll just hold off

a few more days I'm gonna have this thing wrapped up where I can



56
say grace over it. I mean. I'm gonna get the gravy out of it tool
jabber, jabber, jabber, jabber . . . . . . " and that goes on until

Mr. Lewis leaves and while he's walking across the field 0ld Buck is

still laughing and jabbering. That kind. C’L}r;(”l Q. Jf‘-&;tgf. st oot o
LA gopd. %0 -
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or the furnishing business, or the merchant farming business,
whatever they want to call it, it was something that developed

in a country, among a peopleg bhst:I; came from no, set pattern,

it developed its own patterns. It moved in with the era of mule
power and man power and it moved out with the advance of the times
and the education of the people. There was a young fellow plowing
one day, and it was hot, and he was plowing a pair of mules and thsy
were stepping fast, and they were lathered all over and he was
sweating and a man stopped, and he said, "Son, iiéiou don't get you

a hat, plowing out there as hot as that sun is, youw're gonna cook

your brains."

He said, "Mister, if I had any Brains, I woukdn't be out



,/3./.-/ arfr’
here. Giwees, nule."



